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the ‘slang wang”’ of news rs, and he would 
refer them to the columns oF the Intelligencer and 












the United States Telegraph when the editors of 
those papers were respectively printers to the 
House, and the party to which Mr. S. belonged 
were in the minority. Mr. S. then proceeded to 
show that the decision of the Chair was right, 
and referred to the circumstance of the precedent 
cited by the Speaker in support of that position. 

Mr. BELL followed in opposition to the de- 
cision of the Chair, which he contended to be in 
effectan amendment to the established rules of the 
House. He maintained that the decision of the 
Chair must be reversed by the House. He also 
adverted to the manner in which the Journal was 
kept, and said it contained a suppression of the 
truth in two remarkable instances during the 
present session. Mr. B. then briefly adverted to 
the article in the Globe, the tendency of which 
might be eventually to pregeee the very disor- 
ganization complained of. He said the minority 
of the House were tyrannized over, and they* 

° were naturally in a refractory, restless, and per® 
turbed condition, and if they could not be heard 
orderly, they would do so disorderly. 

Mr. SPANGLER then obtained the floor. 

Mr. JENIFER rose and said: To obviate any 
further difficulty, he would withdraw the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WISE said the appeal was made by him, 
and n@ by the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. JENIFER said he would withdraw the 
original motion to be excused from voting. 

‘Phe CHAIR inquired if the gentleman desired 
to record his vote? 

Mr. JENIFER replied in the negative. 

Mr. SPANGLER went on to show that the 
decision of the Chair was correct, and ought not 
to be reversed; for otherwise a debate on takin 
the vote on asingle proposition might run shrough 
weeks or months. He said the whole difficulty 
and embarrassment had grown out of the fact of 
allowing gentlemen to get up and ask to be ex- 
cused, while the yeas and nays were being called, 
or after they had commenced being called. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the Speaker had 
misconstrued the rule of the House. r. A. was 
satisfied that, by a fair construction of the rule, 
the time for a member to ask to be excused was 
when his name was called, as the roll was going 
through. He referred, also, with some severity, 
to the attacks of the Globe upbn members of that 
House, and particularly upon himself, in which 
he had been charged as a common liar. 

Mr. BOON said if editors of newspapers were 
the contemptible creatures represented by mem- 
bers of the House, he thought it improper, if not 
evincing a want of dignity, to reply to their 
remarks upon that floor. If they were entirely 
worthless, why did gentlemen condescend to 
reply to them there? For one, he would not do 
so. If he was assailed in this way, he would, 
if he deemed it necessary, redress the grievance 
elsewhere. After the learned dissertation which 
they had just heard from the gentlemah from 
Massachusetts, he humbly conceived that they 
had had glory enough for the public service for 
one day, in discussing editorial paragraphs, and 
the subject of a member sitting in his ‘seat and 
refusing or declining to vote; he therefore moved 
the oe question. 

The previous question was seconded by the 
Hlouse—ayes 75, noes 46; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be put, without a count. 

The main question, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House? was 
‘decided in the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 61. 

The CHAIR then announced the vote on the 
motion of Mr. Lane, to lay the appeal of Mr. 
Serves on the table; which was—yeas 98, nays 


The CHAIR also announced the vote on the 
motion of Mr. Cratc, to suspend the rules till 


one o’clock, in order to fix a day for the con- 
sideration of the deposit bill, (pending which 
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motion Mr. Parron declined voting, asked to be 
excused, and appealed from the decision of the 
Chair,) which was—yeas 123, nays 54. 
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The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 31, 1836. 
The CHAIR communicated a report of the 








Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 
reply to a resolution of the Senate relative to the 
| number of the sixteenth sections of land in Mis- 
souri, reserved for school purposes. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 


Public Lands, reported without amendment the 
bill from the House providing for the correction 
of mistakes in the entry of lands. 


EXECUTION OF THE LAWS. 


Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill to | 


rovide for the execution of the laws of the 


nited States in the State of Michigan; which | 
was twice read and referred. 


NATHANIEL SHAVER. 
Mr. TALLMADGE moved the reconsider- 


ation of the vote taken on the rejection of the bill | 
for the relief of Nathaniel Shaver; which was | 
agreed to; and 
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harbor has been surveyed, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 


BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 

The bill confirming the title of Joseph Sorin, 
alias La Rochelle, and those claiming under him, 
to atract of land in Missouri, and 

The bill for the relief of George Dawson, were 
severally taken up, and considered as in Commit- 
the of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the 
third time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Silence 
Elliott, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Antonio Seguira and 
others; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Colonel David Hopkins, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Patrick McGibbony, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of James Sutherland and 
Rebecea his wife, formerly Rebecca Parkhurst; 

The bil! providing, for the removal of the land 
office from Clinton. to Jackson, in the State of 
Mississippi. 

BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill || the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


was laid on the table. 
AVERY, SALTMARSH AND COMPANY. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of Avery, Saltmarsh & Company, contractors for 


carrying the mail on the great southern route | 


between Mobile and New Orleans, stating that 
they have lost a great amount of property in con- 
sequence of the hostilities of the Indians, and 


asking Congress to take their case into consider- | 
ation, and authorize the Postmaster General to | 


extend to them such indulgence as may be neces- 


sary to enable them to fulfill their contracts; re- | 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the 
amendments submitted by him to the bill to reg- 


ulate the deposits of the public moneys, were | 


ordered to be printed. : 
CONVENTION WITH SPAIN. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate took up 
the disagreement of the House of Represent- 


atives to the amendment of the Senate to the bill | 
article | 





to provide for carrying into effect the 
of the treaty with Spain; and, on further motion 
by Mr. C., that the Senate insist on its amend- 
ment, and ask for a conference, it was carried in 
the affirmative, and the committee was directed 
to be appointed by the Chair. 


RESOLUTION AGREED TO. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 

Preston was considered aM agreed to. 
ELEAZER W. RIPLEY. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the adjustment of the accounts of Eleazer W. 
Ripley. 

RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following res- 

olution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Woodbury village, Antrim, 
through East Hancock, to Greenfield, in New Hampshire. 


Mr. TOMLINSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of making an jon 
necticut, ' ; > 
| in conformity with the report of the officer by whom that |] money, either by their charters or in their char- 


for the improvement of Stanford harbor, in 


third reading: 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Cadmus; 

The bill coneernfhg writs of error in the courts 
of the United States; 

The bill to reward the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli—yeas 26, 
nays 10; 

The bill for thé relief of the legal representa- 
tives of William Ramsey, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of A. and J. Dennistown 
& Co., of New Orleans; 

The bill for the relief ef Moses Bliss; and 

The bill to establish a depot of arms on the 
western frontier of Missouri. 

The bill for the relief of Caleb Starks, and the 
bill to establish a surveyor general’s office in the 
State of Illinois, were indefinitely postponed. 
| The bill to establish the term of the annual 
meetings of Congress was taken up and consid- 
ered. 

Mr. PORTER moved to amend the bill by 
|| striking out the first Monday of November, and 
inserting the third Monday of November; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. BUCHANAN, 
the amendment was rejected, and the bill was or- 
|| dered to be engrossed fur a third reading. 


DEPOSITS OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill to reg- 
ulate the deposits of the public moneys was 
taken up. 

Mr. WEBSTER, after some preliminary ob- 
| servations, expressed the hope and belief that the 
first branch of the subject comprehended in the 
| bill—that for the safe-keeping of the public 
money—would be acted on during the present 
session of Congress, and that some measure sat- 
isfactory to both Houses, and to the country, 
would "ie adopted to provide for that object. 
From the temper and spirit manifested on all sides 
in the course of this debate, he should infer that 
the proposition either of the Senator from South 
Carolina, or the one of the Senator from New 

York, with reference to this particular branch of 

the subject, might be so modified as to be gener- 

ally acceptable. He concurred in the propriety 
of many of the amendments that had been sug- 

ested in the course of the debate. He ayreed, 

or the reasons given, that it was of considerable 
importance that the number of the deposit banks 
should be increased. The State banks were not 
fitted to be the depositories of such large sums of 
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acter. In mostof the States, their discounts were 
so limited that they could not loan more than a 
certain amount beyond their capital, and they | 
were, therefore, unable to eee such large sums 
in a lawful way. He supposed that it was the | 
wish of all that the public treasures remaining | 
in deposit should be subject to a reasonable dis- | 
count; and for this reason the number of the de- 
posit banks ought to be increased. He thought | 
that the independence and stability of the banks, | 
as well as the security of the public funds, would | 
be promoted by this amendment. He agreed | 
also with gentlemen that banks ought to pay in- | 
terest on the public money in their custody, and | 
thought that the interest should not be less than 
two per cent. Many of the best banks would 
agree to pay more. Then with respect to the 
amount of specie it was proposed to require these 
banks to retain, he thought the provision on | 
this subject a useful one; not because the banks | 
would thereby be rendered more competent to | 
t 
| 





| 


| 
| 


may their debts, but because our paper system 
fad expanded to a very dangerous extent, and | 
there was some security in retaining a certain | 
amount of specie in the country, and it would 
bear on the steadiness of interest and on the value | 
of property. 

It would be proper, also, that there should be 
some restraint on the transfers of public money 
from one bank to another, except when wanted | 
for the disbursements of the Government. He | 
thought that an intelligent and practical head of | 
the ‘Treasury would prefer such a restraint, as it | 
would relieve him from a great deal of embarrass- 
ment that he would otherwise be subject to. | 
Whether it would be better to provide that no | 
change of banks should be made without the | 
sanction of Congress, would be for the con- | 
sideration of those who had the management | 
of this bill. Mr. W. said he had no doubt that, 
if they passed the bill, modified as above men- 
tioned, and stopped there, they would do much | 
good, and go a great way t@Wards relieving the | 
country from its present embarrassments, because | 
he believed among the greatest of evils was the | 
uncertainty as to what Rosman would do in re- 
lation to the deposits of the public moneys. Here | 
were propositions to distribute the surplus, and | 
to restrain the desposit banks, not yet definitively | 
acted on by Congress; and the belief that Con- 
gress would do something, with the uncertainty 
of what it would be, placed these banks under 
great embarrassments, with an inability to use | 
the funds in their charge, because they knew not 
how soon they may be called on to replace them. 
After having said this much, he felt bound to say | 
thatthe whole system was one out of which per- | 
fectly convenient operations can never be produced. | 
These banks never were fitted for the great oper- | 
ations of the Government, or to have the charge | 
of such large masses of money, and never, by | 
any regulations, however well devised, or by any | 
Administration, however faithful, be made to | 
answer the purposes intended for them. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to consider the second 
branch of the subject comprehended in the bill— | 
the disposition of the surplus remaining on hand | 
at the end of the year; and first, as a necessary 
preliminary inquiry, went into an examination | 
of what the surplus would probably be. After | 
making a minute and elaborate estimate of the | 
various sources from which to make up this | 

i 





amount, and deducting the appropriations fer the 
current expenses of the Army and Navy fortifi- 
cations, Indian treaties, &c., he arrived at the | 
conclusion that the surplus at the end of the year | 
would not be less than forty millions of dollars. | 
Now, suppose he was wrong fifty per cent., there 
would be stil] twenty millions, and it was unques- | 
ea their duty to provide for that. It was | 
certainly 


Governments, that there should be so large a sur- 
plus in the Treasury not wanted for its expenses; 
and how did it happen that so much money was 
allowed to get in the Treasury that was not 
wanted? In considering the remedy, he would 
on the ground that the case was an extraor- 
inary one, and that it never could be the system 
of this Government to collect more money into 
the Treasury than would be wanted for disburse- 
ments, and he would, therefore, provide at once 


THE 





an extraordinary occurrence in the his- | 
tory, not only of our own Government, but of all | 





for the present evil, leaving the future to the wis- 
dom of succeeding Lae EN EN 

_ Mr. W. then entered into a lengthy examina- 
tion of the causes which had produced this super- 
abundance in the Treasury. He differed with the 
Senator from South Carolina in the opinion that 
it could be traced to the tariff of 1828; he thought 
that the evil should be traced rather to some of 
the provisions of the tariff of 1832 and 1833, than 
to that of 1828. 

It was the abolition of the minimum principle, 
which he thought one of the wisest principles ever 
adopted by any Government, and the substitu- 
tion of enormously high ad valorem duties, which 
had greatly helped to produce this accumulation. 
He could demonstrate that several millions of 
the unheeded mass in the Treasury proceeded 
from the substitution of these high ad valorem 
duties for minimum, bringing three or four dol- 
lars into the Treasury for nobody’s protection, in 
order to oppose a dollar that was protected. 
After pursuing this part of the subject further, 
M-. W. took a view of the other causes which 
had assisted in producing the great accumulation 


|| in the Treasury; the sales of the public lands, 


with the causes of their great excess for the pres- 
ent year; the expansion of bank paper; and the 
vast amount of foreign capital employed in the 
county &c. From all these causes there was a 
superabundance of money in the Treasury, 
which it was necessary that they should make 
some disposition of; and in doing so he would 
go upon the ground that the case was an extraor- 
dinary one, and that a measure providing for the 
present occasion was more likely to succeed than 
one providing for the future as well as the pres- 
ent. He would, therefore, provide for the present 
evil, and leave future evils to be provided for b 
those who came after them. Of the two proposi- 
tions for this object, Mr. W. gave the preference 
to the one of the Senator from South Carolina, as 
being more equal in its provisions. There being 
only seven of the large States who had stocks in 
which the surplus could be invested, the plan of 
the Senator from New York would benefit them 
only, while all the rest of the States would derive 
no benefit whatever. 

The plan of the Senatornfrom New York would 
as much create the relation of debtor and creditor 
between the General Government and the States 
as the plan of the Senator from So uth Carolina, 
there being this difference between them, that the 
plan of the latter extending to all the States, by 
its very universality of application, was relieved 
from the strong objections that applied to the 
other. After reviewing at considerable length 
the propositions of the Balam from South Car- 
olina and New York, Mr. W.cecncluded, by sub- 
mitting some amendments, which he asked might 
be laid on the table and printed. This motion 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the whole sub- 
ject was referred to a select committee of nine 
members; which,on balloting,was made to consist 
of Messrs. Wricut, Catnoun, Wessrter, Kine 
of Alabama, Bucnanan, Hxynpricks, SHEPLEY, 
Leieu, and Ewine of Ohio. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the previous orders 
be postponed for the purpose of — the bill 
to increase the military peace establishment of 
the United States. 

Mr. SOUTHARD expressed the hope that the 
preference would be given to the bill to extend 
the charters of the @anks of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion; which were ordered, and the question 
was decided in the affirmative by the following 
Vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Ew- 
ing of Iilinois, King of Georgia, Leigh, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Porter, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tall- 
madge, Walker, White, and Wright—19. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ew- 





|| Alabama, Naudain, Prentiss, 
|| Tomlinson, and Webster—16. 


PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 

||. The bill to increase the military peace estab- 
lishment of the United States was qreeninaby 
taken up; and after a brief explanation from Mr. 
Benton, and at a late hour of the day, it was 
passed over informally, and the Senate proceeded 


Preston, Robbins, 
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to the consideration of executive business; after 
which it adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, May 31, 1836. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
reported by Mr. Owens, from the Committee of 

ays and Means, fixing on a day for considering 
the deposit bill. 

The resolution, having been amended, was to 
make the said bill, rides Sos with the bills then on 
the Speaker’s table, the special orders of the day 
for the day succeeding the final disposition of the 
appropriation bills. The question pending was 
the motion of Mr. Bett, to strike out all after 
the word ‘‘ resolved,’’ and insert ** that the deposit 
bill be made the special order forthe 25th of May.” 

Mr. BELL modified his motion by substituting 
the 13th of June for the 25th of May. 

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone the subject 
until Monday next; which was lost—ayes 49, 
noes 80.. 

Mr. KINNARD moved to amend the amend- 
ment by including the bills relative to the Cum- 
berland road, but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. OWENS suggested that the bill be made 
the special order for to-morrow week. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved to ex- 
cept Fridays and Saturdays; which was lost— 
ayes 69, noes 74. 

Mr. McCOMAS moved to amend the amend- 
ment by including in the special order the bills 
for extending the pension act of 1832, establish- 
ing the northern boundary of Ohio, and for the 
admission of Michigan and Arkansas into the 


Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to postpone the whole subject until Tuesd@ next; 
which was agreed to—ayes 86, noes not counted. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 

| mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 

Alexander G. Morgan; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made a — concluding with a reso- 
lution setting apart Saturday next, from half past 
ten o’clock, for the consideration of bills report- 
ed, and to be reported previous to that time, by 
said committee. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to amend the res- 
olution by including the bills reported by the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the amendment 
by including the bills reported by the Naval 
Cousens for naval pensions; which was lost. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to include the 
bills reported by the Committee of Claims; which 
was lost. 

Mr. PARKS moved to lay the original resolu- 
tion and amendment on the table; which was 
agreed to—yeas 70, nays 59. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the pur- 
chase of suitable sites for the erection of marine 
hospitals on the western waters and lakes of the 

| United States; which was read twice and com- 


mitted. 

Mr. P. C. FULLER, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Eliott; and 

A bill for the relief of John Wilson. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Moses Merrill; and 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill ting a pension to John 
March; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. LANE, from the Committee for the Dis- 

trict of Columbia, made report on the subject of 
imprisonment for debt in this District, conclud- 
ing with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That toe nis House, the numberof persoss 
{imprisoned for debt since 1820, in'the District of Columbia; 


oo 


s hick imprisoned; the amounts 
orthelr : bo eecun we portions thereof paid in ‘con- 
sequence of their imprisonment; the expenses to creditors 
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maintenance, &c., with such other facts, as to allegations 
toa. , 8x, and condition of the parties, as can be 
conveniently procured. 


The resolution, under the rule, lies over one 


Oni. LANE, instructed by the committee, 
moved to print five thousand extra — of the 
foregoing report; which lies over one day. _ 

r. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported withoutamend- 
ment a bill from the Senate for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Colonel John Haslett; and 
the same was committed. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Major Peter 
Helfenston; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Charles Snead. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
M. Burland; which was read twice and commit- 


ted. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Barton Hooper; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry Maggart. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported, without amendment, a bill 
from the Senate for the relief of J. Buchanan; and 
the same was committed. 

Unfavorable reports upon various petiti®ns, &c., 
were made by Messrs. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
and P. °C. FULLER, from the Committee of 
Claims; Messrs. MUHLENBERG, and KIN- 
NARD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims; Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on 
Public Lands; and by Mr. FRY, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to amend the act of June 
30, 1834, granting lands to certain exiles from 
Poland; which was read twice. 

Mr. BOON moved that it be ordered to be en- 


grossed. 

Mr. GRANGER, after a few remarks, ex- 
pressed a wish that the bill should be permitted 
to lie on the table for the present, as he desired 
an Pee to examine its provisions. 

r. BOULDIN said he was not like the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Graneer,] who 
had just taken his seat. 
vote for this bill in no stage. If it took from the 
grantees anything, he would not vote for it. He 
would not rob a robber, much less a beggar. If 
it added to their grant the breadth of a hair, he 
would not vote for it. Why should we grant 
land to the PoléS? Were they meritorious? Our 
own citizens are equally so. Were they poor? 
Our own citizens, — of them, were as pooras 
anybody. Do we wish to encourage rebellion in 
foreign countries? This would hazard our safety 
--our name as an honest nation—our character 
as a wise and prudent people. These he would 
not hazard on any consideration. But here there 
was nothing to hazard, unless we did it willingly 
and unnecessarily. We had jewed, screwed, he 
was sorry to say, almost shuffled with, our old 
revolutionary soldiers, in relation to their claims, 
and had ptow these foreigners their thirty-six 
sections of land, of six hundred and forty acres 
each, which he understood had been selected on 
both sides of a river for many miles up and down, 
including the improvements of many who had 
spent their livesand risked the lives of their fam- 
ilies to obtain from the Indians the very land 
now given to the Poles. He said he would con- 
trast the conduct of the Governmentin relation to 
their own citizens with that of the Government 
in relation to these foreigners. Sir 

Mr. CONNOR rose and said, he was sorry to 
be obliged to sear the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, but he must call for the orders of the day. 

Mr. BOULDIN was quite willing to conclude 

is remarks either then, or whenever the bill 
should again come up in its order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, asked the con- 
sent of the House to permit him to report from the 
Committee on Military Affairs a bill from. the 
Senate providing for the appointment of three 





He (Mr. B.) would 





additional paymasters of the Army. His object 
was to act on the bill forthwith, inasmuch as the | 
public survice was suffering, and he had received | 
a communication from the executive department | 
urging the speedy passage of the bill. 

he motion was objected to. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


In execution of the special order of Friday last, 
the House resumed the consideration of the bill 
to change the organization of the Post Office De- | 
partment, and to provide more effectually for the | 
settlement of the accounts thereof. 

The question pending was on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole in their proposition 
to amend the bill, by inserting the following 
clause: 


Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That from the thirty- 


first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and || 


thirty-six, the following rates of postage shall be charged 
upon all letters and packets carried in the mail of the 
United States, excepting such as are by law exempt from 
postage, to wit: : 

For every single letter, or letter composed of one piece, 
carried not exceeding fifty miles, five cents. 

Over fifty,and not exceeding one hundred miles, ten 
cents. 

Over one hundred, and not exceeding two hundred miles, 
fifteen cents. , 

Over two hundred, and not exceeding four hundred miles, 
twenty cents. : 

Over four hundred, and not exceeding eight hundred miles, 
twenty-five cents. 

Over eight hundred miles, thirty cents. , 

And for every letter or packet composed of two pieces 
duuble these rates; and for every letter or packet composed 
of three pieces, triple these rates; and for every letter or 
packet composed of four or more pieces, quadruple these 
rates: Provided, That all letters and packets of one ounce 
avoirdupois in weight, or more, shall be charged single for 
every quarter of an ounce. 


The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Martw, to reconsider the vote by which the fol- 
lowing amendment was adopted: 


Retain the first clause of the section, and strike out all 
after the 7th to the 15th line of the section inclusive, and 
insert ‘‘ Over fifty miles, and not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty, ten cents ; over one hundred and fifty miles, and not 
exceeding foun hundred, fifteen cents; over four hundred 


miles, and not exceeding eight hundred, twenty cents; over 


eight hundred miles, twenty-five cents. ” 


Mr. CONNOR produced a letter from the Post- 
master General on the subject of the tariff of 
postages, and giving a detailed statement of the 
revenue derivable from the various rates of post- 
age. By the old plan, the revenue therefrom 
amounted to about $3,000,000. By the plan of 
the committee, there would be a loss on the 
smaller rates of 1,152, anda gain on the larger 
of $188,408, being a total loss of $92,744. But 
by the-amendment, if adopted, there would ac- 
crue a loss of $549,417, which would at once sus- 
pend and put an end to all chance of increasing 
the facilities of mail transportation, and of open- 
ing new routes. The letter was of great length, 
and entered into a great variety of details in ref- 
erence to the point, and earnestly recommended 
that either the proposition of the committee should 
be adopted, with the modification of reducing the 
rate of letters over eight hundred miles, from 
thirty cents to twenty-five, or otherwise to retain 
the old rates. 

Mr. MARTIN explained the reasons that had 
induced him to change his opinion. He was as- 
sured that the amendment would cripple the De- 
partment, and he was in favor of the old rates. 

Mr. HAWES was in favor of the old tariff, 
and should vote both against the amendment and 
the proposition of the committee. 

r. McCKENNAN was in favor of the present 
rates; for he had heard no complaints from his 
constituents, and he did not believe any change 
was desired. 

Mr. PARKS entered into an explanation, 
showing that the proposition of the committee 
would injuriously affect his constituents. He 
hoped that the vote would not be reconsidered, 
or that the House would retain the old tariff. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
HUNT, MILLER, VINTON, REED, LAW- 
RENCE, BRIGGS, WILLIAMS of North Car- 
olina, JOHNSON of Louisiana, DENNY, GIL- 
LET, MANN of New York, TAYLOR, EVER- 
ETT, PEARCE of Rhode Island, and SMITH, 

Mr. PHILLIPS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. GRENNELL meved a call of the House; 
which was lost. 





The question on reconsidering was then taken, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 66, nays 81. 
So the motion to reconsider was lost. 
The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
section as amended. 
| Mr. LAWRENCE moved to amend the first 
clause of the same section by inserting 1837, in- 
| stead of 1836; which was agreed to. 
| _ After some remarks from Messrs. PHILLIPS, 
| VANDERPOEL, and DUNLAP, the question 


|| was taken on concurring with the Committee of 


| the Whole in the section as amended, and it was 


|, decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 91. 


So the House refused to concur, and the clause 
|| was stricken out. 
| Mr. ADAMS moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the following amendment of the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole was concurred in: 
|| Sec. 5. That the Treasurer of the United States shall 
| give receipts for all moneys received by him to the credit of 
| the appropriation. Strike out the words in italics, and in- 
| sertin lieu thereof the following: “duly deposited to hiw 
| credit in bank.” 
|| Mr. ADAMS addressed the House for some 
time in support of his motion, and in opposition 
| to the amendment. 
| Mr. CONNOR explained that the clause had 
| been amended to render it consistent with the 
| present mode of conducting the financial affairs 
| of the Department. 
Mr. PARKER did not entirely approve of the 
|| clause as it had been amended. The word **bank’’ 
| was too indefinite, too ambiguous; and by whom 
|| was the selection to be made? 
Mr. McKAY thought all objection might be 
| obviated by inserting another section or proviso, 
| that the banks in which the — —— be de- 
| posited should be selected by the Treasurer, 
under the direction of the Postmaster General. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, said he saw no 
| objection to ee the clause as it was origin- 
|ally reported, and he hoped the motion to re- 
| consider would prevail. 
Mr. ADAMS did not approve of the suggestion 
North Carolina, [Mr. 


(of the gentleman from 
| McKay.] 
| The motion to reconsider was then agreed to; 
| and the amendment was non-concurred in. 
| Mr. FAIRFIELD moved to non-concur in the 
| following amendment: 
| See. 40. And be it further enacted, That in case the 
| Postmaster General shall deem it expedient to establish an 
| express mail on horseback, in addition to the ordinary mail, 
on any of the post roads in the United States, for the pur- 
| pose of conveying slips from newspapers in lieu of exchange 
| newspapers, or letters other than such as contain money, 
|| not exceeding half an ounce in weight, marked “ express 
mail,’? and public dispatches, he shall be authorized to 
charge all letters and packets carried by such express mail 
| with triple the rates of postage to which letters and pack- 
| ets, not free, may be by law. subject, when carried by the 
| Ordinary mails. 
| Mr. FAIRFIELD said he hoped the House 
| woald not concur with the Committee of the 
|| Whole in adopting this amendment. He viewed 
/it as a specimen of that course of legislation 
| which had prevailed for so many years, that it 
| might now be regarded as a system—that of legis- 
| lating for the benefit of the few, regardless of the 
| rights and interests of themany. The proposition 
| is, substantially, to establish an express mail for 
| letters and newspaper slips, to becarried on horse- 
| back at triple the present ratesof postage. This 
| is, substantially, the proposition; for though the 
| Postmaster General has now the power to estab- 
| lish an express mail, yet he has no power to in- 
| crease the present rate of postage; and without 
| such increase it cannot be supposed that such a 
mail would be established. It is true that the 
proposed amendment wiil still leave the matter to 
the discretion of the Postmaster General; but he 
and eee else will consider the adoption or 
rejection of this amendment as an approval or 
disapproval of this project; and he will undoubt- 
edly act accordingly. Mr. F. said he therefore 
felt himself justified in regarding this as a direct 
proposition to establish an express mail. : 
ow, sir, if we look at the _o where this 
mail would probably be started, or the persons 
who are particularly interested in it, and who 
woukl avail themselves of it, no one can view it 
as a measure designed for the common benefit of 
the people,,but rather one designed for a very 
few, those who, to say the least of them, are 
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no more deserving of favors from the Govern- 
ment than others. Where, sir, will this express 
mail be established? Undoubtedly between the 
great commercial cities. 

! 


ié in very doubtful whether it could sup 
there. it would, therefore, be confin 


rt itself 


not only | 


t can support itself nowhere else; and, indeed, | 


to the large maritime cities, but to a very few of | 


them—say those between Boston and Baltimore. 
The class of persons who would be particularly 
benefited by it, would be the speculators. It would 
be lending the aid of the Government to specu- 
jators, and those who are not content to pursue 
business in the regular ordinary mode. It is well 


cities, who devote themselves (or many of them) 


of the market, to speculate out of those who are 

uietly pursuing their business with habits of 
industry and frugality, content with their gains, 
which, though slowly, are honestly acquired, and 
which will be likely to endure. 
on an arrival from abroad bringing information 
of a great rise in the price of any particular arti- 


ele, or such information as renders it probable | 


that there will be a scarcity of any particular 


article, these speculators, by means of agents, || 


immediately buy up and monopolize all of that 
article there is in the country—after which, they 
well back again to the people, at prices affording 
to the speculators enormous profits. And these 
are the men who are to be particularly benefited 
by the proposed express mail. Take, forillus- 
tration, a case similar to the one alluded to a few 
days since, though for another purpose, by the 
chairman of the committee who reported this 
bill. Suppose that, by an arrival at New York 
from Liverpool, information is obtained of a great 
and sudden rise in the price of cotton. There- 
upon the speculators immediately dispatch in- 
structions to their agents at the South, through 
the express mail, ool cause the whole crops of 
the planters to be purchased up at prices far be- 
low what might have been obtained if the owners 
of ‘the cotton had been aware of the facts, and 
information of the state of the market had been 
communicated by the regular and ordinary mail. 
Here, the profits on the cotton would not go into 
the pockets of him who had raised it by the sweat 
of his brow, but into the pockets of the prowling 
speculator, who lives upon the industry of others. 
It is for the benefit of this class of men that the 

express mail will be established. [ know it may 
be said that this express mail will be open and 
free for every one who chooses to avail himself 
of it, and that the planter, in the case supposed, 
can procure information by means of it as early 
as the speculator or hisagents. This is all plaus- 
ible enough in theory; but how would it be prac- 
tically? The wandaier is constantly upon the 
alert; and, immediately upon the receipt of in- 
formation affecting materially the price of any 
article—say cotton—he dispatches instructions to 
his partners or agents. But will the planter have 
in all the commercial cities those sufficiently in- 
terested in his affairs to be equally on the alert 
with the speculators to obtain information, and 
equally ready and early to communicate it? Such 
@ supposition cannot be entertained. Such friends 
are not to be found every day; and to hire a host 
of agents for this purpose would be burdensome 
and oppressive in the extreme. 

But, saying nothing of the speculators, I ask 
(said Mr. F.) if it would not in practice be giving 
one class of merchants an advantage over others ? 
It was not to be supposed that all would adopt 
this mail for their correspondenee, unless, indeed, 


in the way of self-defense, they were all com- || 


pelled to resort to it; in which case it would be 
imposing a heavy burden upon the young mer- 
chant who had just commenced business, and 
perhaps with a small capital. To the wealthy 
merchant, him who is worth his hundreds of 
thousands, this triple postage would be a matter 
of no consequence; but it would be far otherwise 
to men of smaller capital, but who are quite as 
much deserving of aid from the Government as 
the more wealthy. The probability is, therefore, 
that all would not avail themselves of this express 
mail; it would be confined to a few—those who 
are rolling in wealth, and care nothing for the 


f, for instance, | 


extra ex those *‘ neck or nothing” 
men who, in all their transactions, are willing to 
incur extraordinary expenses in the expectation 
_ of reaping extraordinary profits; in which case it 

will be perceived, that in most of the sales and 
purchases in our commercial cities, particularly 
in regard to sales to country retailers, one party 
would be acting upon information obtained by the 


j 
i 


| 
j 


| express mail, not possessed by the cther. The 


|| of this mail would be wnequal. 
known that there is a class of men in all our large || 


wholesale dealer might know precisely when it 


_mands, and when to 


! —- in his demands for 
an exorbitant price. Tl 


1e Operations, therefore, 
In practice, what- 
ever it may purport to be on the face, it would be 


| conferring advantages on one class to the injury 
to no regular calling, but who are constantly on || 


the watch, to avail themselves of the fluctuations | 


of another. Entertaining these views, sir, I feel 
bound (said Mr. F.) to oppose the concurrence 
of the House with the Committee of the Whole 
in adopting the proposed amendment. 

Mr. HARPER opposed the motion, and went 
on to show that an express established by law 
would be the surest safeguard against the impo- 


|| sitions of the speculators. 


Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the words 
** on horseback;’’ which was agreed to. 
The section as amended was then concurred 
in—ayes 85, noes 38. 
Mr. HOWARD moved to non-concur in the 
following amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole: 


Sec. 44. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
| General shall be authorized to contract for the transporta- 
; tion of the mail on railroads by the most expeditious means: 

Provided, He shall be enabled to do so for a price not exceed- 


| ing double that which is usually paid for equal freight on 


the average on such railroads, on ordinary merchandise.” 


Mr. H. called the attention of the House to the 
fact that the section gave less than was offered by 
the Postmaster General. 


] 


i} 
i} 


| so that the Postmaster General might be so limited 





' 


|| oly of these railroads. 


| posed upon. He hoped so, also, for the very 
reason assigned b 
land, because the 

| much, 

| Mr. BOULDIN said he -would vote for this or 

| any other check that could be put on the monop- 

Should a connection of 

| these railroads and steam conveyances be made 
between New Orleans and New York, and the 

| combinations be formed which the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Anrnony] had sug- 
gested, we should be perfectly at the canine, 

| and under the thumb, of these companies. They 

| would have the command of the commerce of the 


ostmaster General offered too 





| whole Union. They would not carry the mail 
| for millions a year, because they could speculate 
| on the market, and no private conveyance could 
| compete with them. ‘To make a parallel rail and 
| steamboat route would cost immense sums, and, 
| from the opinions of the southern politicians, 
| could not be made. Mr. B. caid he would there- 
fore throw every obstacle in his power in their 
way, and give no encouragement to them, until 
| it should be understood distinctly, in every case, 
| upon what terms they would carry the mail. He 
knew he could not break up the present railroads; 
| but Ire would now inform them, that by his vote 
they could get no encouragement, without it 
| being first understood upon what terms the mail 
| would be carried. It made no great odds whether 
| intelligence be carried in one day or five, provided 
' all get the information at the same time. But if 
these monopolies obtain these privileges, and by 
steam carry information faster than any private 
| conveyance can carry it, we shall be perfectly at 
their command. Mr. B. would, therefore, not 
| encourage them by giving exorbitant prices for 
| carrying the mail, and would assure them of it 
| by voting for limiting the Postmaster General 
_according to the provision proposed in the bill. 
__ The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
HOWARD, ANTHONY, CONNOR, DICK- 
| ERSON, WARDWELL, MANN of New York, 
PARKER, BELL, MERCER, McKIM, VAN- 
| DERPOEL, PEARCE. of Rhode Island, JUD- 
SON, BRIGGS, THOMAS, and MASON of Vir- 
| ginta, when 
Mr. PARKER movgd a further amendment; 
which was negatived. 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved to strike out 


| would be for his interest to yield a little in his de- | 


Mr. HAWES hoped the House would concur, 
as to prevent the Government from being im- 


the gentleman from Mary- 
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the proviso in the section as reported from the 
committee; but subsequently withdrew the mo- 


uon. 

Mr. EVERETT moved a substitute for the 
section; which he withdrew. 

The question was then taken on concurrin 
with the committee in the adoption of the fore- 
going section, and determined in the negative— 
ayes 60, noes 63. 

Mr. ASH moved that the House adjourn— 
ayes 71, noes 44. 

The House then, at half past six o’clock, ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, June 1, 1836. 


The following messages, in writing, were re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, 
by Mr. Donexson, his Secretary: 


Wasnincton, June J, 1836. 
To the Senate: 

{ transmit herewith to the Senate a_communication 
which has been received from Mr. B. F. Curry, in answer 
to a call made upon him by the President, through the War 
Department, in consequence of the serious charges which 
were preferred against him by one of the honorable mem- 
bers of the Senate. It seems to he due to justice that the 


| Senate should be furnished, agreeably to the request of 


Mr. Curry, with the explanations contained in this com- 
munication, particularly as they are deemed so far satisfac- 
tory as would render his dismissal from the public service, 
or even his censure, undeserved and improper. 

ANDREW 3ACKSON. 
Wasuineton, May 31, 1836. 
To the Semate : 

I transmit herewith the response of Samuel Gwin, Esq., 
to the charges affecting his official conduct and character, 
which were set forth in the evidence taken under the au- 
thority of the Senate, by the Committee on Public Lands, 
and which was referred to the President by the resolution 
of the Senate bearing date the 3d of March, 1835. This 
resolution, and the evidence it refers 10, were officially com- 
municated to Mr. Gwin by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the response of Mr. Gwin has been received through 


the same official channel. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

The messages having been read, 

Mr. BENTON observed that, with respect to 
the paper last referred to, the answer of Mr. Gwin 
to the charges made against him on that floor, he 
should, as an act of justice to that gentleman, 
move that it be printed. The Senate directed 
investigations to be made which involved his offi- 
cial character and conduct, and which he thought, 
from the nature of the instructions under which 
they were carried on, were entirely ex parte. 
The instructions to the commissioners who were 
to take the depositions were partly to this effect: 

Here Mr. B. read from the document as follows: 

“Ttis not expected that you are to give notice to any one 
of the time and place of taking depositions; nor will any 
one be permitted, either as principal or counsel, to interfere 
with you in the performance of your ; but you may, 
at your option, furnish to any o r Who resides at a con- 


venient distance copies of any depositions in which he may 


pe implicated. This, however, is left to your own discre- 
tion. 


The instructions went on to say that, if the 
commissioner deemed it proper to have counsel, 
the fees paid for such purpose would be allowed 
Lim, 

Mr. WALL inquired who these instructions 
were signed by? 

Mr. ENTON answered that they were signed 
by George Poindexter, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. He apprehended that 
these proceedings were a novelty in the history 
of this country, or in that of Great Britain, and 
he trusted that they never would occur again. 
r. Gwin having become acquainted with the 
manner in which these investigations had been 
carried on—depositions to be taken in the dark 
without giving him an opportunity to be heard in 
his defense—counsel to be feed against him, &c., 
had collected a mass of testimony for the purpose 
of defending himself, and rebutting the charges 
e against him; and all that was now asked 
was that this defense might be printed, and sent 
abroad in the same manner as the aceusations 
against him had been. 
Mr. WALL said he would be glad to know if 
these instructions were the act of a committee of 
the Senate, or of the man whose name was signed 
to them. They seemed to him to be at war with 


ing like justice. 
ND. BENTO , in answer, read the resolution 
of the Senate under which the Committee on 
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Public Lands were directed to make examinations 
in relation to alleged frauds with respect to the 

ublic lands, and the resolution authorizing the 
chairman of the committee to continue the exami- 
nations in the recess of the Senate. It seemed, 
therefore, that the instructions emanated from 
the Land Committee, and were sent by their 
chairman, George Poindexter. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he knew nothing at 
all relative to the charges made against Mr. 
Gwin; but it appeared to him that the regular 
course would be to refer the whole subject to the 
Committee on Public Lands. If Mr. Gwin had 
satisfactorily refuted the patgos made against 
him, or had not succeeded in doing so, the fact 
would appear by the report of the committee. 
The best way of doing justice to al] parties would 
be to subject the whole matter to the investiga- 
tion of a committee. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, hoped that the refer- 
ence to the Committee on Public Lands would 
not be made. The charges against Mr. Gwin 
had been made two years ago. He (Mr. E.) 
was not a member of the Committee on Public 
Lands at that time, and there were very few of 
that committee who were now in the Senate. If 
the reference proposed were not perfectly idle, the 
effect would be to renew the investigation into the 
cease against Mr, Gwin, together with his de- 

ense. 

Mr. BENTON was also opposed to the refer- 
ence. He did not want to see any committee of 
that body sit as inquisitors on a citizen of the 
United States. It seemed to be carrying the busi- 
ness of extra-judicial impeachments beyond any- 
thing yet sanctioned by the people of this coun- 
try, or warranted by the Constitution. They had 
seen enough of these iearenrse proceedings in 
that body. The whole thing was wrong from its 
inception; it began wrong, it went on wrong, and 
it ended wrong. The Senate had got itself into a 
false position, and could not get forwards or back- 
wards without another false step. The most 
heeamning thing they could now do was to drop 
the whole affair, and print the papers; in order to 
allow the defense to take the same direction that 
had been given to the accusation. It would sound 
strange to the ears of the people of the United 
Btates, that the Senate of 1834, which set itself up 
to rectify all the abuses in the country, should 
issue a commission to investigate the character 
and conduct of an individual, and expressly for- 
bid the commissioner to give any information to 
the accused of the time and place of taking depo- 
sitions against him, or to permit any person to 
interfere with the performance of his duty, though 
he might, at his option, give copies of such depo- 
sitions to any officer implicated who might reside 
within a convenient distance. Sir, (said Mr. B.,) 
the whole thing is wrong from beginning to end, 
and they had better have done with it at once. 
All that was*asked by Mr. Gwin was, that as 
these charges against him had been printed, and 
made a part of the public documents, his answer 
should also be printed and put upon the record. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, was not disposed to 
answer in behalf of the gentleman who was chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands at the 
time these investigations were ordered. If that 

entleman was here he could answer for himself. 

NVith respect to frauds on the public lands, it was 
right that each branch of Congress should enter 
into investigations to ascertain them, and apply 
the proper remedy; it was right that they should 
not be permitted to pass without investigation. 
He should not undertake to say whether these in- 
vestigations were conducted properly or otherwise. 
The gentleman who conducted them was not here 
to explain that matter; but he thought the Senate 
ought not to exhibit any great anxiety to get out 
of this matter, because the investigation was a 
very proper one, and under the circumstances then 
existing, the Senate could not have done other- 
wise than order it. It was not his purpose now 
to inquire whether these investigations were con- 
ducted properly or not; all he rose for was to 
object to the reference to the committee of a mat- 
ter long ago iover. It could not now be 
referred for the correction of a present evil, but 
° pass judgment on what had heretofore been 

one. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, observed that the 


matter had now gone by, and he could not but 


| 








| nts who might be implicated to defend themselves 
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express his regret that such unsuccessful efforts || by a cross-examination of the witnesses. But 


should have been made to resist a course of pro- || 
cedure calculated to do the greatest injustice to 

individuals who held office under this Govern- || 
ment. He said then, what he thought now, that 
it was an act of great injustice and oppression, 
to give power to the committee to enter into in- |! 
vestigations touching the moral and official con- || 
duct of an individual, that individual being absent, 


and unable to defend himself, without giving him | 


was there a charge against any individual? The 
inquiry was to be a general one; and would it 
therefore be right to give notice to every individ- 


| ual who might be supposed to be implicated to 
| come forward to disprove what might be alleged 


against him? It would be very extraordinary, 
indeed, if it should have been thought necessary 


| to all who might by possibility be involved in the 
P. 


inquiry. Mr. ere read the resolutions and 


an opportunity of knowing what was charged || instructions of the committee, commenting on 
against him, and of refusing the testimony that || them at some length, and justifying them as proper 
might be offered. The Senate, however, passed || and necessary for the occasion. "The motion of 
the resolution giving this power to the committee, || the Senator from New York to amend, that had 
with power to send for persons and papers; and || been referred to by the Senator from Alabama, 
they went on with their examination till towards || was resisted on the ground that the resolution was 
the end of the session, when they represented | a mere matter of inquiry, no person believing 
that they were unable to bring matters to a close, || that any judgment was to follow it—that it was 


and requested that the examinations might be con- | 
tinued by their chairman. The chairman him-| 
self laid a resolution to this purport on the table; | 


and, to his astonishment, as well as of others, the || 


resolutian was sustained by the Senate. 
Mr. K. here read the resolution. 


The resolution was laid on the table, and taken || 


up for consideration on a subsequent day, when | 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Wricut] pro- | 
posed to amend it by doing that which ought 
always to be done —to guard the rights of in- | 
dividuals, and enable them to come forward and 
defend themselves, when testimony was offered 
impeaching their characters as honest men and | 
public officers. 
[Mr. K. here rgad Mr. Wricut’s amendment. 
This, as he said, was the amendment propose 
to the resolution ‘giving unlimited power to the 
chairman of the committee to enter into examina- 
tions, without giving notice to the party whose 
conduct was to be inquired into,and whose morals | 
were to be impeached; and astonishing as it was, | 
this amendment was negatived by a vote taken by | 
the yeas and nays, 
(Mr. K. then quoted the yeas and nays from | 
the Journal of the Senate. ] 
Thus, then, was this immense power given to | 
a single individual, to go through the country to | 


incur any expense he might think proper, (and | 
they had had evidence this session of the extent | 
to which this expense had been carried,) refusing 
any limitation or restriction whatever. This 
having been done, it was but an act of justice, on 
the part of the Senate, to give to the individual | 
thus implicated an opportunity of having his de- | 
fense placed by the side of the accusation. Let | 
the testimony in favor of Mr. Gwin circulate as 
widely as did that against him, and then only can 
anything like justice be done him. As to any 
action by the committee, he agreed with the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Ewina,] that it was out of 
the question, and therefore a reference was not 
necessary. 
Mr. PORTER was one of those who voted for | 
these resolutions, and the responsibility that he 


purely intended as a foundation for legislative 
proceedings. It was to proceed like a grand jury; 
and he recollected that it was averred at the time, 
that this investigation would tend to the injury 
of no person whatever, because no judicial pro- 
ceedings would be gone into without giving time 
to any person implicated to offer evidence in his 
defense. If any person was to be tried, it was 
on all hands determined to give him an opportu- 
nity to come forward and exculpate himself before 
any further action would be had. Mr. P. thought, 
therefore, that there were no grounds for finding 
fault with the proceedings of the Senate. The 
investigation was a general one, and while it was 
going on, it would have defeated its objects to 

ive notice relative to the depositions that were to 
Ss taken. Mr. P. had no objection to placing 
these papers on the files of the Senate. If the 
individual had any evidence, he had rather re- 
ceive it than his aflegisioas; but he thought the 
whole matter ought to be referred to the examin- 
ation of the committee. 

Mr. CALHOUN very much regretted that the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
should object to the reference of this paper. His 
object was that full justice should be done to 


| Mr. Gwin, to Mr. Poindexter, and to the Senate. 
| He would not agree that the Senate had not the 
make any inquiries he thought necessary, and to || 


right to inquire into the conduct of public officers 


' when serious frauds had been charged against 


them, as he had heard alleged on that floor. Se- 


|| rious frauds had been alleged against Mr, Gwin, 
'and among other charges was that he had 
| amassed a large fortune in a very short time. 


This, alone, was very suspicious, and an inves- 


| tigation was ordered. The session was a short 


one, and the committee reported they could not 


| get through with the examination before its 
, close—the chairman proposing, by a resolution, 


that he should be authorized to go on with the 
examinations in the recess. This was agreed 
to. He did not now purpose to inquire whether 
these examinations were conducted properly or 


i not. One thing was now assumed here, and 


that was the innocence of Mr. Gwin and the 
guilt of Mr. Poindexter. Now, something was 


took, on that occasion, he was perfectly willing || due to the absent, and. an investigation by a 
to justify. He averred that the Senate formed no || committee was necessary before coming to the 
incorrect conclusions on that occasion, and that! conclusion that Mr. Poindexter was culpable. 
its conduct was not oppressive and unjust, as || Now, as these papers had taken an accusatory 
alleged. It could have taken no other course || course against Mr. Poindexter, he would ask, 
than the one it did, without defeating the object |} was that gentleman called on for his evidence? 


i} 


in view. Many beljeved that the greatest frauds | Was he notified that he was to take Mr. Gwin’s 
were carried on in the sales of the public lands, |! place, and that depositions were to be taken to 
and an inquiry was, therefore, absolutely neces- || implicate him? as this an ex parte examina- 
sary. But what was the nature of the inquiry? It tion? If it was so improper on the part of the 
was not into the conduct of any particular officer of || Senate to clothe Mr. Poindexter with these ex- 
the Government, but the inquiry was directed to || traordinary powers, he would ask, were they 
be general as to all the land offices. If represent- . prepared to sanction the same thing done by the 
ations were made now that frauds were committed | Executive, who had given to Mr. Gwin, or some- 
in any one branch of the Government, would the ibody else, the power to examine into the con- 
Senator from Alabama refuse to institute an in- || duct of Mr. Pojndexter? 

quiry because a particular officer of the Govern- |! Now, they were called on to yote in the dark 
ment might be implicated, and the Senate be || for the printing of these papers, of which they 
called on to impeach him? Was it notcommon, || knew nothing, for the purpose of implicatmg Mr. 
in the governments of all other countries as well | Poindexter and the Senate itself. e took it for 
as this, to institute inquiries into the conduct of || granted, that the inquiry into alleged frauds rél- 
their officers, to ascertain whether frauds had ative to the public lands was a proper one; and 
been committed? And was iteverheard of before | if Mr. Poindexter abused the power with which 
that such investigations should notg» on because || he was intrusted, it was not the fault of the Sen- 
frauds were alleged against individuals? It was || ate; and the fact, whether this was $0 or not, 
said that the resolution was extraordinary, be- || could be best ascertained by the examination of 
cause no opportunity was allowed the individ-'! a committee. They had been told that there wes 
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ing for the action of acommittee. Now, he 
Smet stherwise. The character of an officer 
of the 
-< charged with an abuse of office, and his de- 
.fense was before them. Now, if Mr. Gwin was | 
innocent, he ought to be called so. When he | 
voted for the inquiry, his object was to do justice | 
to Mr. Gwinand to the public; and in voting now | 
for the reference he had the same object in view. | 
Justice both toWards Mr. Gwin and one who had | 


formerly been a member of that body required || 
the reference. _Ifthey condemned Mr. Poindex- || 


4 


ter, it ought to be with their eyes open. The 
all knew what an arduous task a Senator in hi 
party times had to perform, and how liable the 
strict execution of his dut 
tocensure. Nomember of that body would be 


willing that his conduct should be censured after || 
he left here ,without an examination; and he called || 


upon gentlemen, by what was due to themselves, 
as well as to justice, to vote for the reference. 


Mr. SHEPLEY said, if the Senator from |! 


Louisiana [Mr. Porter) understands that the 


Government had been implicated—he had | 


was to subject him | 


amendment to the fifth resolution. It is thus 


stated on the Journal: 


“On motion of Mr. Sueriey, to amend the fifth by 
striking out all after the word ‘committee,’ and inserting, 
‘have power to cause testimony to be taken on oath, where 
any misconduct is supposed to have taken place touching 


|| the matters aforesaid ; and in case any person is implicated, 


such person to be notified, and be entitled to introduce 
testimony in exculpation of himself, and to cross-examine 
all witnesses introduced against him.’ ”’ 

This proposed amendment was rejected upon 
a division, by yeas and nays—a party vote. 

And thus did the Senate deliberately enter upon 
an investigation directly impeaching individual 
character, and at the same time refuse to the in- 
| dividual all opportunity of being heard. 
A proceeding thus commenced in wrong could 
_ be expected to end only as it has done—in wrong. 

Commencing thug before a committee of the 
Senate, the investigation was continued during 
|| the recess of Congress by the resolution before 
_ referred to, when another attempt was made by 
the then minority to obtain for the persons impli- 
cated an opportunity to be heard, and without 








investigations of the Committee on Public Lands 
were extended only to inquiries of a general char- 


racter into alleged frauds in the sales of the public | 
lands; that they were designed for legislative pur- || 


poses only; and that they did not relate to indi- 
vidual characters, as his remarks would lead us 
to suppose, he is prey d in error. 

The language of the resolution of the Senate, 
giving the chairman of the committee the power 
to make an ex parte inquiry during the recess of 
Congress, is, in some respects, expressed in gen- 
eral terms. But the auetien directs the chair- 
man to proceed in the investigation which had been 
prosecuted during the session, and thus refers to 
the original resolutions by virtue of which the 
investigation had been commenced. 

I find these resolutions in the Journal; and to 
enable the Senate to come to a correct understand- 


ing of the character of the investigation, I will | 


read an extract from one or two of them. In the 
third resolution is found this language: 

** That the committee be instructed to inquire whether 
the registers of the land offices and the receivers of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States, or 
either of them, have,in violation of law and of their official 
duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any 
purchaser or purchasers of the public lands at public or 
private sale, for the benefit of such officer or officers,”’ &c. 

And the following language is found in the 
fourth resolution: 

* And whether any register or receiver has, at any time, 
taken in payment the promissory note of any purchaser or 
purchasers, bearing an interest, to accrue to the benefit of 
such register or receiver.’’ 

Sir, it is very difficult for me to understand how 
such language can be said not to authorize in- 
vestigations into the conduct and characters of in- 
dividual men. If the object was only to enlighten 
us in regard to our legislative duties, it would 
not seem to be necessary to inquire whether a 
register or receiver had violated the law and his 
official duties. 

What were the facts, it might be proper to in- 
quire, to enable us to legislate; but, whether the 
man had been guilty of a violation of law and of 
official duty, was an aT directly involving 
individual character; and it does not seem to be 
necessary for mere purposes of legislation. 

_ Tt was well understood, at the time the resolu- 
tions passed, to involve individual character; and, 
as the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Cat- 
noun] has remarked, Mr. Gwin was openly 
charged by the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands with a gross violation of official 


way 
uch was the language of the resolutions, and 


such were the circumstances in which it was pro 
posed to enter upon the investigation. * 

I then thought, as I now think, that it was due 
to the officer implicated, due to the character of 
the Senate itself, and due to truth and justice, 
that the investigation should not proceed in se- 
cret, so that the accused could know nothing of 
the attempt to destroy his character—could have 
no epee even to know the persons who 
would appear against him, much less to cross- 
examine them, or to introduce any explanatory 
or rebutting testimony. 

Feelin that the first principles of justice were 
to be violated in such a proceeding, I offered an 


|| success. It is now, after two years have elapsed, 
| that testimony is offered, said to disprove the 
charges made against the officer; and we now are 
asked to refuse to print this testimony, that it 
may be placed upon our records with that which 
was thus secretly obtained and placed on record 
against him. I trust we may no longer continue 
to acta part so unjust. This testimony should 
| be printed with our documents, that an opportu- 
nity may be afforded to judge of the truth of the 
| whole matter. 
Mr. MANGUM said he voted for the resolu- 
| tions, and against the amendments; and in doing 
| so, he thought that he did what was not only 
proper, but absolutely necessary, under the cir- 
cumstances then presented to him. It must be 
remembered that, in 1834, the entire southern 
country was rife with reports that frauds had 
been committed with respect to the sales of the 
public lands in the Southwest. He recollected 
| that, when he first came into the Senate, he 
brought with him such impressions. There was 
a general impression that such frauds had been 
practiced, and, under such circumstances, the in- 
vestigation was ordered. What, then, did this 
| investigation propose? It was not to inquire 
whether A, B, or C, was guilty, but to inquire 
whether abuses existed in the land offices, for the 
purpose of applying a legislative remedy. The 
were informed on that floor, that in the State of 
| Mississippi it was worth a nian’s life to breathe 
a whisper in relation to these frauds, and that 
/men would not give their depositions, if the 
parties implicated were to be present. It was 
under these impressions that he was willing, at 
this incipient stage, to give this power to the com- 
mittee. How could such investigations affect an 
individual? The President would not remove 
him from office on ex parte testimony. But it was 
said that the character of an individual would be 
affected. Was it believed, at the time, that the 
Senate would adopta report without giving every 
individual an opportunity of defending himself? 

He did not concur in the doctrine, that the Sen- 
ate had no right to enter into inquiries into the 
official conduct of officers ofthe Government. He. 
held it to be their duty to ferret out corruption 
wherever it is supposed to exist. He was free 
to say, that he did not approve of the instructions 
of the chairman to the commissioners, as to the 
manner of their taking depositioms, and he was, 
for that reason, willing to vote for the printing of 
the answer of Mr. Gwin. Although, without 
having seen this r, he believed that it assailed 
the chairmain of the committee and the Senate 
with virulence, yet, as he deemed the instruc- 
tions under which the depositions were taken to 
be wholly irregular, he was willing to give to 
Mr. Gwin an opportunity of being heard, by 
voting for the printing of his defense. 

Mr. BE N observed that it would conduce 
to a right view of the subject to take a brief view 
of the whole subject: ey all recollected the 
charges that had been made against Mr. Gwin; 
and although his name was not put in the resolu- 
tion, yet all knew that the inquiry was com- 
menced against him and directed against him. 
He had said that the Senate had put itself in a 
false position with regard to this whole affair, and 
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| he would take it upon himself to prove it. He 
would take what Senators now said, to the rich 
| and left, and compare it with what they had done: 
| They now stated that this movement was incip. 
| jent; that it was like a grand jury roceeding, 
Here, then, was an inquiry instituted ; against an 
officer of the Government; and it was said that 
the committee being a grand jury, was not bound 
| to give notice to the party whose conduct was to 
be inquired into. Every gentleman who justified 
the course of the Senate, must put it on this 
ground. The examinations being thus conducted, 
the commissioners who were charged with takin 
testimony were informed that it was not expected 
| that they should give notice to any person of the 
time and place of their — depositions, &c. 
And here he would observe, that the three com- 
missioners appointed to take testimony against 
Mr. Gwin, were in a state of violent enmity with 
him, and that one of them had since fallen by his 
hand. Then what was the testimony that had 
been returned to the Senate? Why, it was im- 
peachable matter, charging him with malversa- 
tions in office, and filled with the strongest epi- 
thets. What, then, did this Senate do, when 
their grand jury returned to them this impeach- 
able matter sworn against Mr.Gwin? Why, the 
very next step of the Senate was to admit that it 
was in a false position, and that they could go no 
further. They directed that five thousand copies 
of the testimony taken ex parte against this iver 
of the Government, should be published. What 
was the next step? Was it to take measures for 
an impeachment? Why did they not do this? 
It was the next regularstep. There was nothing 
that they could do, following from the documents 
before them, bnt impeach; and he now declared, 
as a ed that upon such testimony, with 
nothifig to counteract it, he should, on an im- 
eet vote the officer guilty, and eject him 
rom office. Why did they not proceed? They 
had impeachable matter enough on hand. Why 
did they stop? It was because they found that 
they could go no further without implicating them- 
selves. hat did they do? Did they fame a 
law? No. Did they frame an ex parte impeach- 
ment like the one they did against the President 
of the United States? No. Imprimis, they or- 
dered five thousand copies to be printed, and in 
the next place referred the whole affair to the 
President, in order that he might dismiss the 
accused from office. Why did they send this 
impéachable matter to the President? What did 
the President do? He sent a copy of the report 
to every officer implicated. This, he presumed, 
was the President’s course, for it was the just 
one. One of these implicated officers had returned 
an answer to the charges ie him, and this 
answer was now sent to the Senate. What a 








| 


strange condition the Senate was placedin. The 
commenced an impeachment, collected an abund- 
ance of impeachable matter, and*then sent it to 
the President, who sends a copy of it to the officer 
impeached, who was not allowed a hearing while 
his trial was going on; and the answer of that 
officer was now sent back to them. Since the 
movement now was to refer these criminal charges 
| that had been made two years ago, and then 
shuffled off, and which were now brought home 
to them, he had no objection to that course, 
because he wished to see how the committee 
would act on them—to see whether they would 
bring in a resolution to send the papers to the 
House of Representatives, for the purpose of 
having an impeachment framed. Sir, (said Mr. 
B.,) the Senate has got itself into a false position. 
It is in the same position it wasin when it shoved 
off the affair upon the President. It could not go 
on with the business. Could théy try the im- 
ae He apprehended not. No member, 
e thought, would lay a resolution on the table, 
declaring that Samuel Gwin was guilty, and 

ought to be impeached. : 

he debate on the expunging resolution had 
circulated too widely for gentlemen to venture on 
| that. The gentleman from Ohio had said that he 
would never refrain from inquiring into frauds 
for the purpose of applying the proper remedy. 
Why, then, did not the gentleman go on? Here 
was impeachable matter sworn to, and let the 
gentleman proceed with it. He would tell the 
| gentleman that the Senate would be ruined if it 
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went on much further with these extra-judicial 
proceedings. The matter had gone far eno 
already; and if they went further without the 
House of Representatives, they would violate the 
Constitution. : 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, replied to Mr. Benton 
at length, and contended that the resolutions of 
the Senate, and the manner of conducting the 
inquiry, were he itn ig to attain the ob- 
ject in view. He did not believe that information 
could have been obtained if notice had been given 
of the time and place of taking the depositions; 
and instanced the investigations that were made 
by the Post Office Committee, calling upon the 
chairman to inform the Senate how these were 
conducted, and whether, in his opinion, correct 
information could have been obtained if they had 
notified the parties implicated of the time and 
place of taking depositions. 

Mr. GRUNDY, being thus called on, replied 
that, when the Post Office Committee were about 
to enter on their examinations, they came to the 
determination unanimously, that their best course 
would be to take depositions without giving the 
parties implicated notice of the time and place of 
so doing. This was done in every case; but 
when the testimony in each case was concluded, 
he, as the chairman of the committee, notified 
each individual implicated of the matter brought 
— him, and called upon him to defend him- 
self. 
He did not believe that correct information ,with 
regard to matters before the Post Office Commit- 
tee, could have been obtained by any other mode 
of cae. 

Mr. SOUTHARD proceeded to take a view of 


the inquiries referred to. Earlyin the session of 
1834, complaints in a great variety of forms were 
made in regard to frauds in relation to the lands 
ceded by the Choctaws, and in regard to the con- 
duct of the commissioners under that cession. 
Subsequent charges were made as to extensive 
frands that had been committed, not only in Mis- 
sissippi but in other States; it was not against one 
man, but against the general administration of 
the Land Offices. The question, then, before the 
Senate is, willit do anything to arrest these frauds 
and make the necessary inquiries for the purpose 
of ascertaining how they can be arrested? This 
‘was his inquiry. He had no reference to Samuel 
Gwin, or to any other single individual. His 
only object was to ascertain whether such frauds 
had been committed, and how they could be pre- 
vented by the legislation of Congress. The votes 
he gave were governed by these considerations, 
and no other. Ifanything improper had been done 
in a pow, Sere inquiry, it did not prove that it 
ought not to have been instituted. Every step in 
that inquiry was directed byits legislative action, 
and we other step was accidental. Mr. S. 
read the different proceedings on the subject from 
the Journals of 1834. The inquiries were general 
in order to ascertain what legisiation was neces- 
sary, and the Senate would find, by reference to 
the Journals, that an act was reported, a fact 
omitted in the discussion of this morning. Sup- 
pose, in the course of the investigation, they 
should find that an officer had received a bonus for 
the sale of a tract of land, would it not be proper 
for them to introduce a resolution providing for 
the introduction of a law to prevent such acts for 
the future? not to go back to punish the officer 
who was guilty, for that would be too late, but 
for the purpose of framing a law that would guard 
against such frauds in future. The Senate would 
find, on looking at the whole proceedings, that 
legislative and not judicial action was contem- 
plated from beginning to end. 

By a resolution introduced by Mr. Poinpex- 
TER, the inquiry was pursued through the Treas- 
ury and War epartments, and the answers from 
these Departments did not come in until the 13th 
of June. On the 22d of June, Mr. Poinpexter 
offered a resolution authorizing the chairman to 
toi in the investigations alread y commenced. 

ow, what then was the duty of the Senate? 
The Secretaries of War and Treasury had made 
their communications, and the committee had re- 
ported that they could not conclude their investi- 

ions that session. The inquiry was, should 
they stop there? Everybody believed that stu- 
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ndous frauds had been committed; it was too 
te to deny the fact now; and he for one thought 
that these investigations should proceed. And } TER, WALL, NILES, and BROWN, when, 
as it would have been impossible for the commit- || On motion of Mr. PORTER to lay the whole 
tee to go to the different States where these ex- || subject on the table, it was decided in the nega- 
aminations were to be made, Mississippi, Alaba- || tive, by the following vote: 
ma, Ohio, Michigan, &c., he had no difficulty in || _YEAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Crittenden, Ewing of 
coming to the conclusion, that it would be proper || Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, King, Leigh, Mangum, Porter, 
to trust the further prosecution of the business || Prentiss, Preston, Southard, Tomlinson, and White—15. 

. . ‘ | NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert 
to their chairman. They could have continued || wing of Illinois, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of 
the inquiry in no other mode. He was not here | Georgia, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Rives, Robinsor,, Ruggles, 
the apologist of the chairman, but he thought || Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, and Wright—20, 
that justice should be done to him, as well as to On motion of Mr. BLACK, the Senate then 
others. Well, then, it was proper to make these adjourned. 
investigations by depositions. If it was not so, 
it iin ee for the a pry Committee to do 
so. e testimony could not be justly taken in 
another way. If there had ss ange in the Wepyespar, June 1, 1836. : 
chairman of the committee, the Senate was not to On motion of Mr.WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
answer for it. If blood had been shed, in con- || and by general consent, sundry bills from the 
sequence of the manner of conducting these in- Senate on the table were taken up, read twice, 
quiries, the Senate was not chargeable; they did || and referred. 
not direct that the inquiries should be made in an 
improper manner. They only directed that the 
inquiries should be made by depositions. 

He would not defend the instructions to the 
commissioners; ret ra say that, aera 
had been given to them to give notices to the par- 
ties ‘engined; and to talce their counter teat COVERS tee Sener 
mony, such proceeding would constitute the com- The act to carry into effect the convention be- 
missioners into a criminal court for the trial of || tween the United States and Spain, returned from 
individuals, and to make the inquiry a criminal || the Senate with a resolution declaring that the 
process, instead of a foundation for legislative || Senate insisted on their amendment, and ask a 

roceedings. ‘These were the views on which |! conference, was then taken up; and, 

i voted. The result was, that at the succeeding On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House insisted 
session, the chairman [Mr. Porvpexter] made a || ontheir disagreement to the Senate’s amendment, 
report, accompanied by 4 resolution, that the || and agreed to the conference asked by the Sen- 
charges be referred to the President of the United || ate. The committee on the part of the House 
States. neta eee was the voice that is now || was ordered to consist of five. 


raised against the judicial proceedings of the REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Senate? No man pretended to say then that 
the Senate had placed itself in a false position. || Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Mr. S. proceeded at length to defend the pro- || Lands, reported a bill for the relief of certain citi- 
riety of this course on the part of the Senate. || zens of Madisoncounty, Illinois; which was read 
t was said that the whole affair was ended by || twice and committed. 
rinting the report, and its reference to the Pres- || Mr. C., from the same committee, also reported 
ident; but this was a very incorrect view of the || a bill for the relief of John White; which was 
subject—the reference to the President was merely || read twice and committed. ; 
incidental; but on the very day the chairman Mr. CHANEY, from the Committee on Indian 
reported a bill, with the very view of fulfilling the || Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Levi 
purpose for which this inquiry was made, being || Jarritt; which was read twice and committed. 
a bill of six pages, to provide against the com- Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
mission of these frauds. Was it true, then, that || Claims, reported a bill for the relief of T. Savage, 
the inquiry was fruitless, and that it ended inthe || administrator of Elijah Law; which was read 
reference of this sabject to the President? No; || twice and committed. 
the result of that investigation would be found in || Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committée on In- 
the bill that had been reported, and would be |! valid Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
found in the labors of the Committee on Public ] to William Warden. _ 
Lands, who had made use of this very informa- || Also a bill for the relief of George McFadden; 
tion, and would very soon place before them a || and _ 
bill which would show how useful that inquiry | A bill for the relief of George White; which 
had been. Where, then, was the evidence that || bills were severally read twice, and committed. 
the Senate had placed itself in a false position? | Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 
Mr. CALHOUN agreed partly with his friend || lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
from North Carolina, but was clearly of opinion || of Alexander Gibson; which was read twice and 
that the printing ought to be after the report of || committed. | 
the committee. Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, by leave, from 
Not a single Senator had read the whole of this |! the Committee on Military Affairs, reported a 
evidence; not a Senator knew whether it excul- || bill from the Senate, providing for the appoint- 
pated the officer implicated, or whether it impli- || ment of three additional paymasters of the Army; 
cated the conduct of the chairman; and in the dark || which was read twice and committed. 
they were asked to print the testimony. Now,|! Mr. J. asked the consent to make the bill the 
he thought that to do justice to all parties, to Mr. || special order to-morrow at half past ten o’clock; 
Gwin himself, as well as others, the proper || which was objected to. __ : 
course was to refer it to a committee. If the Mr. HEISTER moved a suspension of the 
object in sending this document here was to im- || rules, for the purpose of taking up the joint res- 
licate a former member of that body, who had, || olution from the Senate, fixing the day of ad- 
in the discharge of arduous duties, been impli- || journment of the present session of Congress. 
cated, every principle of honor and justice required Mr. HAWES moved to lay the motion to sus- 
that they should be referred and examined before || pend on the table. 
sending them abroad to the world. As to the Mr. HAYNES asked for the yeas and nays; 
dangerous doctrine that this body is not to look || which were ordered. 
into malfeasances in office, it had been avowed The House refused to lay the motion on the 
here for the first time. Never had it been avowed |} table—yeas 81, nays 99. 
in the British Parliament, from which we took Mr. HEISTER then asked for the yeas and 
our practice, nor had it been advanced in any of || nays on the motion to suspend the rules; which 
the State Legislatures. Such a doctrine would sur- | were not ordered, and the motion was decided in 


The debate was further eunticind b . Messrs. 
PRENTISS, MANGUM, PRESTON, POR. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


PENSIONS. 


The bill entitled ‘* An act to provide for certain 
pensioners of Virginia and Ohio,’’ returned from 
the Senate with a verbal amendment, was also 
taken up, and the amendment concurred in. 














render entircly the legislative power of the Senate. || the negative—ayes 84, noes 81—not two-thirds. 
Mr. C. continued his remarks tosome consid-|| Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 

erable length; after which, | JOHNSON, of Louisiana, LEWIS, and KIN- 
Mr. WHITE and Mr. WALKER expressed || NARD. Se 

themselves briefly in favor of printing. ‘  [{Mr. Kinwarp presented the petition of Samuel 
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Beck, claiming compensation for a number of 
rifles, delivered to the Miami Indians, by a com- 
missioner of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.] 


On motion of Mr. HARD, it was 
Resolved,.That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing additional com- 
‘on to Joel Byington, of New York, for the destruction 
of property by the enemy during the late war, and for the use 
of Duildings by the American army. 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was 


Resolved, That the claim of Captain Rice, a soldier of 
the Revolution, be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Qn motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the claim of James P. Harrison, of Louis- 
jana, against the United States, together with the docu- 
ments in support of the same, herewith submitted, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, with instructions to 
inquire into the expediency of providing for the payment of 
the same. 


On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Ebenezer Macomber, of Bristol, in the 
county of Lincoln, State of Maine, and that the accom- 
panyins documents relating to his revolutionary services 

¢ referred to that committee. 


On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Ebenezer Savage, of Maine, and that the 
accompanying documents, relating to his revolutionary ser- 
vices, be referred to that committee. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr, HUNT asked leave of the House to make 
a statement in reference to himself personally. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HUNT moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose. 

Mr. HARD called for the yeas and nays; but 
subsequently withdrew it; and 

Mr. MAY renewed the motion; but they were 
not ordered. 

Mr. HARDIN asked if it would be in order to 
move an amendment to the motion, as he wished, 
also, an eprertensy of making a statement in 
reference to himself. He had been put down as 
voting in favor of the power of Congress to eman- 
cipate slaves in the States, rhavenalan had always 
voted directly the reverse, on every occasion 
whenever that question had come up. 

Mr. PATTON made an appeal to the House 
to grant the leave asked; and he was sure that it 
would not be refused if the fact were generally 
known, that there were at that moment hundreds 
and thousands of documents upon the tables of 
the members, containing a gross misstatement of 
the votes of members, and which they had been 
innocently circulating. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, said he 
rose to corroborate the statement of that gentle- 
man, and to urge the majority in the House to 
give to the member from New York [Mr. Hunt] 
an prpartanity toexplain. Heefelt that he him- 
self had been placed in a position of peculiar 
delicacy, without any fault or connivance of his 
own. A few days since, he had put his name to 
a paper which was circulating in this Hall, for 
the printing of the report submitted by the select 
committee on the subject of slavery. Such papers, 
proposing the publication of certain documents, 
were seen here every day. Who put the one in 
circulation which Mr. C. had subscribed, he did 
not know. When he took his seat this morning, 
he found two hundred copies of the report on his 
desk, folded and directed by his amanuensis, and 
he had put his frank on them without being aware 
of the erroneous statement therein contained. 
The moment he was apprised of this, he sent to 
the post-office to recall them, and should commit 
them to the flames. He had most unconsciously 
put his frank upon a falsehood, and the only 
return in his power to offer, the only evidence he 
was able to give of his regret, he would now give 
by voting to allow the gentleman from New York 
to omar: He invoked the House to suspend the 
rules. 


SS 
ae 


Mr. PATTON renewed the call for the yeas 


and nays on the motion; and they were ordered. 


The motion to suspend was decided in the 


affirmative—yeas 140, nays 36. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HUNT returned his acknowledgments to 
the House for affording him this opportunity of 
making such an explanation as he could not have 
made in any other way. He would not have 
asked the favor on any question of less vital in- 
terest; on any question relating to himself of a 
merely | ter, or on one connected only 
with the party pelitics of the day. But this was 
in reference to a question, as he had observed 
some time ago, which he deemed to be of perma- 
nent and abiding interest, in reference to what 
had been termed in common parlance the ‘“ sla- 
very resolutions,’’ and which had agitated this 
House from the commencement of resent 
session. He wished to avail himself of this op- 
portunity to correct what must be either a willful 
misrepresentation, or a gross, palpable and blun- 
dering mistake. Unless the House had con- 
ceded to him the favor of noticing the error in 
this way, it would have been almost impossible 
for him to have disseminated the history of this 
transaction. 

The paper he held in his hand purported to be 
a report by the chairman of the select commit- 
tee on the subject of the abolition of slavery; and, 
strange as it might seem, to that report was ap- 
pended, or was perpores to be appended, the 

eas and nays of the members of the House who 
had voted on the different resolutions. This 
was not a document ordered by the House to be 
printed, but it came, nevertheless, from the print- 
er to the House. By what authority he had 
undertaken to append those votes was not for 
Mr. H. to say. The rinter, however, had un- 
dertaken to do so, and had placed his (Mr. H.’s) 
name as voting against the resolution declaring 
that Congress possesses no constitutional au- 
thority to interfere in any way with the institu- 
tion of slavery in any of the States of this Con- 
federacy. He had voted in favor of that resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. H. then desired the Clerk to refer to the 
votes on the Journal, which showed that nine 
gentlemen only voted against this resolution; 
whereas the list printed in the pamphlet referred 
to represented forty-six members to have voted 
against it. He added that it might turn out that 
this had originated in some mistake; but, if so, 
it would furnish the editors with the opportunity 
of correcting it. If it was an error, it was a most 
gross and bungling one. After some further re- 
marks, Mr. H. adverted to an editorial article in 
the Globe of Monday last, the statement in which 
he availed himself of that opportunity of pro- 
nouncing to be utterly false. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired whether this 
paper, to which lists of yeas and nays were ap- 
pended, had been received as a paper printed by 
the public printers, in pursuance oF an order of 
the House. 

The CHAIR was informed by the Clerk that 
such was not the case. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained that his object 
was, if ithad been so, to move a resolution in 
relation to it. He would barely state, that he 
voted for the first resolution; whereas that paper 
represented him as voting against it. 

r, A. H. SHEPPERD wished to know b 
what means the yeas and nays were furnished? 
and whether the Clerk furnished the list to the 
printer for the publication annexed to that docu- 
ment? 

The CHAIR said he was informed by the Clerk 
that he had not furnished this list of yeas and 
nays; but that the editors of all the papers had 
access to the book. aia 

Mr. MERCER inquired how far the printing 
of the Journal had progressed ? 

The CHAIR replied to the 16th of May; and 
remarked that the printing thereof was, of course, 
superintended by the clerks. 

ir. SHEPPERD asked the indnigrace of the 
| House to permit him to say one word. [Cries of 
‘“No!”’ «* No!”? * Leave!” * Leave !’’] 

Mr. GILLET rose and said, that if those who 
took exception to the pamphlet referred to by 
| his colleague desired to know how the mistake 
| oce urted, be believed he could inform them; and 
| from that explanation they would learn that the 

mistake was entirely unintentional, and no blame 
could attach to the printers to this House. The 
account of what was referred to had been correctly 
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by heme and with one word of expla- 


published 

nation he thought all would be satisfied. It should 
be now made so as to be as public as the accusa- 
tion. This was due to them, to the House, and 
the country. Bae 

Mr. CLAIBORNE asked leave to make a state- 
ment, which he assured the House would not 
occupy five minutes, [Cries of ‘‘ Agreed!’’ 
a | {”? « Not?’ «* No!” 

c. C, said he felt his own reputation involved, 
and he claimed itas aright. He then moved a 
suspension of the rules; and thereon asked for the 
yeas and rit 

Mr. MERCER moved to amend the motion by 
extending it to ‘‘ others.”’ 

Mr. PATTON called the attention of the House 
to a recent editorial article of the Globe, contain- 
ing a statement just as gross and false as the 
present. 

Mr. Mercer’s motion was then negatived— 
ayes 91, noes 79. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE withdrew the call for the 
yeas and nays on his motion; and ; 

Mr. VANDERPOEL renewing it, they were 
ordered; and the motion was decided in the neg- 
otiye-nnmaas 98, nays 82—not two thirds. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave to offer a res- 
olution ‘‘ that the printer to this House be re- 

uired to print for the use of the members of this 
Eon —— copies of the report of the select 
committee on the subject of slavery, and that he 
annex thereto the yeas and nays as given on each 
resolution,’”? Mr. U. said he desired this as the 
best means of correcting the blunder. 

Mr. VANDERPEOL said he felt himself com- 
pelled to object, because he thought it would have 
the effect of getting up a debate, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had no desire to produce 
any debate. He had no objection about the num- 
ber of copies, whether five, ten, or even thirty 
thousand; allthat he wished was, that the facts, 
as existed, should be extensively circulated. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, and Mr. Me- 
KENNAN, appealed to the gentleman from 
Kentucky not to press the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHMAN rose, and moved to lay it 
upon the table; whereupon 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew it. 

Mr. WISE rose to make a request that those 
gentlemen who had received those pamphlets 
would prevent their further distribution. [** Cer- 
tainly !”? ‘* Certainly!” was responded from alf 
parts of the Saeed 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CONNOR, 
proceeded to the orders of the day. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


In execution of the special order of Friday last, 
the House resumed the consideration of the bill 
to change the organization of the Post Office De- 
partment, and to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the accounts thereof. : 

The question pending was on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole in the following 
amendment: 


Sec. 45. And be it further enacted, That the following 
annual salaries shall be allowed to the Assistant Postmas- 
ters General, and to the clerks, messengers, and watchmen 

ided for the service of the Post Office Department, to 
ae at the end of each calendar month, viz: . — 
‘o the three Assistant Postmasters General, each $3,000. 

To the chief clerk, $2,100. 

To the three principal clerks, each $1,700. 

To ten clerks, each $1,400. 

To fifteen clerks, each $1,200. 

To eight clerks, each . 

To the messenger, : 

To the assistant messengers, each $600. 

To the two watchmen, each 

Src.46. Be it further enacted, That the fol 
salaries shall be allowed to the Auditor of the Post 
Department, and to the clerks and messengers herein pro- 
wee for the service of his office, to be as aforesaid, 
Z: 

To the Auditor, Pre. 
To the chief clerk, $2,000. 

To the four principal clerks, each $1,700. 

To ten clerks, 1,400, 

To twenty clerks, each $1,200, 

To eight clerks, each fe 
wo. messenger, ; and to the assistant messengers, 


Mr. HARLAN moved to ameni the amend- 


ment by cet, ox all after the fifth line, and 
reducing the ies as follows: 

T Assistant P each 

ag oni t sera ne $2,500. 
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three principal clerks, each $1,400. 
Te = clerks, soi gt a00. ¢ 

To fifteen clerks, each $1 

To eight clerks, each > 

To the messenger, . 

To the three assistant messengers, each #450. 

To the two watchmen, each $300. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, explained that 
th@amount of ae. to the chief clerk in the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
«¢2,100,’” was a mistuke either of the transcriber 
or of the printer, for ‘*$2,000.” 

*The amendment was discussed at length by 
Messrs. HARLAN, HARPER, MANN of 
New York, JOHNSON of Tennessee, ADAMS, 
GIDEON LEE, WISE, THOMAS, PEARCE 
of Maryland, PARKER, MILLER, and HEIS- 
T 


ER. 

Mr. HARPER asked for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. HARLAN modified his amendment, by 
striking out the word ‘‘three,’’ in the sixth line. 

Mr. HARPER suggested a further modifica- 
tion in the last clause, by inserting ‘‘$400,’’ in- 
stead of ‘*$300,’’ as the salary of each of the 
watchmen. 

Mr. HARLAN accepted this as a modifica- 


tion. 
Mr. HARPER called for a division of the ques- 





tion to the twelfth line inclusive. He explained 
that-he had no wish to see the inferior clerks 
cut down to too low a rate. 

The question was then taken on the first divis- 
ion of the amendment of Mr. Hartay, closing 
with the clause for salaries to ‘‘ ten clerks, each 
$1,200,”’ and decided in the affimative—yeas 84, 


— 60. : 
ir. HALL, of Maine, then demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. CONNOR inquired what would be the 
effect of the previous question ? 

The CHAIR (temporarily occupied by Mr. 
Brices) replied that, if sustained, it would cut 
off the whole of the section then pending—such 
amendments of the Committee of the Wholesas 
had not been concurred in by the House, and 
would be on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. HALL withdrewthe motion for the pre- 
vious question, and 

Mr. LANE renewed it. 

Mr. ANTHONY moved a call of the House; 
which was lost. 

The previous question was not seconded by 
the House. 

The question was then taken on the second 
branch of Mr. Harwan’s aniendment as modi- 














The section as amended was then concurred in. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, then moved an 
additional section to the bill, providing that it 
should be in force and take effect from and after 
the first day of July next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then renewed the amend- | 
ment offered by him in Committee of the Whole, | 
in relation to the charge for boxes or pigeon holes; | 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. McKIM, | 
HAWES, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, HOW- 
ARD, UNDERWOOD, GIDEON LEE, and 
PHILLIPS, it was agreed to—ayes 67, noes 60. 

Mr. PARKER moved to amend the fortieth 
section, in relation to the express mail, by addin 
the following: ‘And all letters or packets, carrie 
by such express mail, shall be post-paid,”’ and 
made a few remarks thereon. 

_ Mr. ANTHONY demanded the previous ques- 
tion. ; 

Mr. WARD appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion for the previous question, 
in order that some provision might be made for | 
an adequate salary for the postmasters, in com- 

ensation for the loss of the boxes, or pigeon- 
oles. 

Mr, ANTHONY could not consent to with- 
draw, as it was late, and there was an evident 


he motion for the previous question was then 
seconded by the House—ayes 82, noes 50; and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question on the engrossment of the 
bill was then carried; and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the House then 
proceeded to the consideration of the ‘bill to 
establish certain post roads, and to alter and dis- 
continue others, and for other purposes.’’ 

The amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in, and sundry amend- 
ments, chiefly of a verbal nature, were, on motion 
of Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, also agreed to, nem, 
dis. 

Various other amendments were also moved 
and agreed to; and 

The House adjourned at a late hour. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, June 2, 1836. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 


sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, similar to those 
already presented, on the subject of the admis- 


fied | sion of Arkansas into the Union; which was laid 
: 


Mr. ADAMS enguories the following modifi- 
cation to the second branch of the amendment, 
which Mr. Haruan accepted: ‘‘ To the messen- 
ger, $700; to two assistant messengers, $400 each; 
and to one $350; and to the two watchmen $350 
each;’’ and so modified it was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the follow- 


ing words from the section: ‘* to be paid at the || bill from the 


end of each calendar month;’’ which was agreed 
to. 

_ The section, as amended, was then concurred 
in. 
The remaining section, agreed to in Committee 
of the Whole, was then taken up follows: 

Sec. 46. Be it enacted; That the following annual 
salaries shall be aliowed to the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department, and to the clerks and messengers herein pro- 
vided for the service of his office, to be paid as aforesaid : 

To the Auditor, $3,000. 

To the chief clerk, $2,000. 

To the four principal clerks, each $1,700. 

To ten clerks, each $1,400. 

To twenty clerks, each $1,200. 


To eight clerks, each le 
9600. teens e008; and to the assistant messengers, 
Mr. HARLAN moved to amend this section 


as follows: 


To the Auditor, $3,000. 
To the chief clerk, $1,700. 
To the four principal clerks, each $1,400. 
To ten clerks, each $1,200. 

To twenty clerks, each $1,000. 

To eight clerks, each $800. 

To the messenger, $700; and 

To the assistant messengers, each $450. 


After some remarks from Messrs. CONNOR, 
H , JOHNSON of Tennessee, and UN- 
DERWOOD, the amendment was agreed to. 








on the table. Also, a petition praying for the 
establishment of a new post route; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported, without amendment, the 
ouse to repair and extend the 
United States arsenal at Charleston, South Car- 
olina. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee.on Pub- 
lie Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill 
from the House for the relief of James L. Stokes. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which had been referred the bill 
to provide for the execution of the laws of the 
United States in Michigan, reported the same, 
with an amendment; which was read. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported the bill from the 
House for the relief of the Springfield Manufac- 
turing Company, with an amendment; which 


was read. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 

Pensions, reported, without amendment, the bill 
m the _ for the relief of John Bennet; 
and recommended that the bill be rejected. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to regulate and 
establish the Navy retion; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which had beemreferred the peti- 
tion of Nathaniel Smith, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ; 


disposition of the House to act on the bill. 
| 
| 


| 





On motion of Mr. B., the same committee wag 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Lieutenant Colonel Kearney. 


PAINTINGS FOR THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a joint 

| resolution ne the Committee on the Li- 

| brary to contract with a competent artist for four 

| historical paintings illustrative of the early settle- 

ment of America and its subsequent history—the 

| choice of the subject to be left to the artist; which 
| was read twice and referred. : 


BILLS READ A SECOND TIME. 


The following bills were severally read the 
second time, aa considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 

| third reading: . 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 

Conway, deceased; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain Robert White, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Colonel Daniel New- 
man was indefinitely postponed. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The following resolutions were severally sub- 
mitted, and, by unanimous consent, considered 
and agreed to: 


| By Mr. EWING, of Illinois: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Kaskaskia, Randolph county 
by Pollock’s, to Bellville, in St. Clair county, Miinois, and 
from Nashville to Mount Vernon, in said State. 


By Mr. DAVIS: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing a set of 
standard weights and measures to be delivered to each State 
in the Union. 


By Mr. PRENTISS : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office a 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency o 
establishing a mail route from Williston to Jericho, in 
Vermont. 


By Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail route from Cambridge, eastern shore of 
Maryland, by Church creek and Tobacco Stick, to Robin- 
son’s and Griffith’s store. 


By Mr. SHEPLEY: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Doughty's Falls, in the State 
of Maine, to Great Falls, in the State of New Hampshire 5 
and also, a post route from Lincoln, by Lee and Springfield, 
in the same State. 





LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the bill 
authorizing the purchase of the private stock in 
the Louisville and Portland canal was taken up; 
| and the pending amendment having been with 
drawn, 

Messrs. EWING of Ohio, and PORTER, 
addressed the Senate in favor of the bill; after 
which, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, with some remarks, sub- 
mitted the following amendments: 


Ist. ‘To insert at the end of the second line, the words; 


‘‘ forthe purpose of improving the navigation of the Ohie 
river at the falls, and of rendering the same, as near as may 
be, free from tolls ;”’ and 

2d. To insertin the eighth line ghe words, “ at the market 
price, not exceeding twelve and a haif per cent. above par 
value.” This last amendment refers to the price to be paid 
for the stock. 

Mr. NILES made some remarks in opposition 
to the amendment, on the ground that he was 
opposed to the Government becoming joint stock- 
holders in private stock companies, and acting 
under the authority of the charter derived from 
a State. He was in favor of the improvement 
of the river, but he had strong objections to the 
mode in which it was proposed to be done, He 
suggested that it would be better to obtain first 
from the State of Kentucky a cession of the ter- 
ritory on which the canal was constructed, and 
the United States, by this means, having entire 
jurisdiction over the canal, the constitutional ob- 
jections to the purchase would not apply. 

Mr. WALKER explained that he could now 
vote for the bill in its present shapes after having 
voted against it some sony tes ‘wo proposi- 
tions were now em in it; one was to cut 
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loose the United States from this joint stock com- 

ny, and the other to render the canal toll free. 
With these modifications, he was prepared to 
vote for the bill, as it contemplated great public 
benefits, and the constitutional objections were 
removed. 

The firstamendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, in reply to Mr. Nixes, 
observed that the constitutional objections to the 
bill were now, by the amendment just adopted, 
removed, The canal would be made nearly toll 
free, with the exception only of the necessary 
expenses; and by the purchase of the whole, or 
the greater part of the stock, the Government 
would not be a partner in a joint stock company. 

Mr. NAUDAIN then proposed a modification 
of the second amendment, in ofder, as he said, 
to do full justice to the holders of this stock. 
The stock was sold at least a year ago, for seven- 
teen per cent. advance, and it was not reasonable 
to suppose that it could be purchased for less 
now. He therefore moved to amend the amend- 
ment by fixing the maximum to be paid for the 
stock at eighteen per cent. advance, instead of 
twelve and a half. 

After sdme remarks from Mr. DAVIS, in op- 
position to the amendment, and from Messrs. 
CLAY, NAUDAIN,GRUNDY, and BENTON, 
in its favor, 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following, which 
he said he intended to offer as an amendment, as 
soon as the question on the pending amendment 
was dinpesed of: , 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall have completed the pur- 
chase of the steck in said canal, the same shall be offered 
to the State of Kentucky, upon condition that the said State 
will never impose higher tolls upon the said canal than 
shall be necessary to defray the expenses of superintend- 
ing and keeping it in good order; and the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to cause the said stock 
to be transferred to the State of Kentucky whenever he 
shall be satisfactorily informed thatthe Legislature of that 


State has agreed, by law, to accept it on the conditions 
above mentioned. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN thought thatthe market 
price of the stock would be advanced by fixing 
the maximum; and thatif it was so fixed, fifteen 
per cent. would be a fairer price than eighteen 
percent. He was satisfied that fifteen per cent. 
was a fair price, and said that if they fixed the 
maximum at eighteen per cent. they would have 
to pay that sum. 

ir. EWING, of Ohio, thought that the twelve 
and a half per cent. proposed by the amendment, 
would not be giving the stockholders more than 
the amount of their investment. With respect 
to the amendment suggested by the Senator from 
Tennessee, and submitted by the Senator from 
Missouri, he hoped that it would not be passed 
at this time. He was for divesting the United 
States of all interest in this stock as soon as it 
could be done, without the difficulties that he ap- 
prehended at the present time. He hoped thatit 
would be postponed till next winter, when he 
thought that the proposition of the Senator from 
Missouri, with proper guards, would meet with 
the concurrence of all. 
» The question being taken on Mr. Navuparn’s 
amendment to the amendment, it was rejected, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out * twelve anda half,”’ 
and inserting *‘ sixtetn;’’ which was agreed to. 

The amendmentas amended was then agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS then expressed the hope 
that the amendment suggested by the Senator 
from Missouri would not be pressed now. The 

uestion whether this canal should be ceded to 
the State of Kentucky, or whether the United 
States should ask a cession of the jurisdiction 
over it from that State, were questions of too 
much importance to be decided on without some 
consideration. He thought it would be most 
advisable to postpone the further consideration 
of these questions till next winter, when he had 
no doubt one or the other would be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the third 
section of the bill was stricken out. [This con- 
tains a provisidn authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury © vote on the stock of the United 
rans. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to strike out the 
second section, providing that the age f of 
the Treasury should sell out the stock of the 
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United States, should the private stockholders 
refuse to sell for the price offered. 

Mr. HENDRICK opposed this amendment; 
after which it was adopted—ayes 15, noes 11. 

Mr. BENTON then offered the amendment 
suggested by him, 

r. WALKER hoped his friend from Mis- 
souri would not press hisamendment. If pressed, 
this amendment would be adopted, or not adopted; 
and, in either case, it would present those who 
voted for the bill in the attitude of having voted 
for it after a measure of which they approved had 
been rejected. He was decidedly in favor of sur- 
rendering this stock to the State of Kentucky at 
the next winter; but, as others might not be so, 
he feared that taking the question now would 
seriously embarrass the bill. 

Mr. BENTON observed that some good effect 
had already been produced by offering his amend- 
ment, for several gentlemen had declared them- 
selves in favor of it. He hoped to see the time 
when the United States would own no stock 
in a private company. sewing accomplished 
i of his object in turning public attention to 
1is amendment, he would yield to the wishes of 
his friend, and withdraw it for the present. 

Mr. HENDRICKS moved to amend the bill 
by adding the following words: ** and that a sum 
sufficient to carry into effect the provisions of this 
act be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not -otherwise 
appropriated. 

This amendment being agreed to, the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended; and the 
amendments being concurred in, it was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the Senate 
took up the bill to prohibit the circulation, through 
the mails, of incendiary publications. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting a substitute. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by providing that, where incendiary publi- 
cations are sent to the States where such publi- 
cations are prohibited by law, they shall be 
delivered to such persons as may be appointed 
to receive them, and when there are no such per- 
sons appointed to receive them, they shall be 
burnt or otherwise disposed of, under the regu- 
lations of the Post Office Department. 


‘On taking the question, this amendment was 


lost—yeas 15, nays 15; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Cuthbert 


Goldsborough, Grundy, Kent, King of Alabama, King of | 


Georgia, Moore, Nicholas, Rives, Waiker, and White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Davis, Hendricks, 
Hubbard, Morris, Prentiss, Robinson, Shepley, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Webster, and Wright—15. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MORRIS, 
CALHOUN, KING of Georgia, and GRUNDY, 
the question was taken on Mr. Grurpy’s substi- 
tute, and was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and 
on the question of concurring with the amend- 
ment made in committee, Mr. CALHOUN re- 
newed his motion to amend the amendment that 
had been rejected in committee. The question on 
this motion was also rejected—yeas 15, nays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Cuthbert, 
Goidsborough, Grundy, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Moore, Nicholas, Preston, Rives, Walker, and White—15. 

NAYS--Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, Ewing of Ohio. Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robinson, Shep- 
ley, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and Wright—15. 

The amendment of the committee was then 
concurred in; and the question on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading was car- 
ried—yeas 18, nays 18; as follows—the Chair 
voting in the affirmative: 

YEAS—Messrs Black, Brown ao Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Goldsborough, Grundy, King of Afabama, King 
of Georgia, Moore, Nicholas, Preston, Rives, Robinson, 
Talimadge, Walker, White, and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, 
Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, Shepley, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Wall, and Webster—18. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read the 
third time, and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Moses Bliss; | 

The bill ae the writs of error in the 
courts of the United States; 


ee ee 


| 


| | 
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The bill to confirm the title of Joseph Sorin, 


alias La Rochelle, and those claiming under him, 


| to a tract of land in Missouri; 
| The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


tives of William Ramsay, deceased; 

The bill for the re'ief of George Dawson; 

The bill to reward the captors of the Tripgli- 
tian Frigate Philadelphia; 
| The bill for the relief of A. and J. Dennistown 
| & Co., of New Orleans; 
| The bill appointing the time for the annual 
| meetings of Congress; and 

The bill providing for the establishment of a 
depot of arms on the western frontier of Mis- 

souri. 

The bill from the House to change the organ- 
| ization of the Post Office Department, and to es- 
| tablish certain post offices and post roads, and to 

discontinue others, were severally read twice and 
referred, 

The bill to extend the charters of the banks in 

the District of Columbia came up as the order of 
| the.day; when 

Mr. BENTON moved that it be laid on the 

table for the purpose of going into executive 
| business. 

This motion having been negatived, 

Mr. BENTON moved to postpone the further 

consideration of the bill, and make it the order of 
| the day for the day after to-morrow; which mo- 
| tion was also negatived. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate 
| adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 2, 1836. 
Mr. MILLER asked the consent of the House 


|to take up and consider the resolution on the 


Speaker’s table, reported some time since from 
the Committee on loved Pensions, to set apart 
a portion of Saturday next for the consideration 
of,bills reported from the Committees on Revolu- 
tionary and Invalid Pensions. 

Objection being made, Mr. M. moved a sus- 
pension of the rules; which was lost. 

Mr. PATTON asked leave to offer a resolution 
setting apart Friday and Saturday next, till one 
o’clock, for the consideration of bills on the Ter- 


for the admission of 
into the Union. 
Objection being made, Mr. P. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules; which was lost. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Captain 


ichigan and Arkansas 


mitted. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
ascertain, as far as practicable, and to report to this House 
during the first week of the next session, the practicability 
of establishing a navy-yard at or near Great Barn Island, in 
the straits called East river, which connect Long Island 
sound with New York bay; the comparative advantages 
and disadvantages of that site and the site of the navy-yard 
at the Wallabout on Long Island, for the purposes of a navy 
yard; the expense of erecting the works recommended by 
Colonel Baldwin at the Wallabout, according to the plan 
presented by that engineer; the expense of a dry dock at 
each of the above positions ; the expense of purchasing the 
necessary quantity of Jand, and erecting buildings of equal 
convenience with those now owned by the United States 
at the Wallabout; and the probable amount for which the 
lands, buildings, and other property of the United States at 
the Wallabout might be disposed of, if offered for sale. 

The resolution, under the rule, lies over one 
day for consideration. ; 

r. GALBRAITH, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of George Rowe; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Mili Affairs, reported a bill for, the 
relief of General iel Parker; which was read 
twice and committed. 

ADDITIONAL PAYMASTERS. 

Mr. JOHNSON then asked the consent of the 
House to move to go into Committee of the 
Whole, for half an hour only, on the bill to 
provide for the appointment of three additional 
paymasters of the Army. 


: Downs; which was read twice and com- 
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Objection being made, Mr. J. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules; which was lost. 

Mr. McK AY moved to set — to-morrow, 
from eleven till twelve o’clock, for the same pur- 
pose; which was lost. 


MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. SPEIGHT rose to ask the House to take 
up the bill to establish a marine hospital at Ocra- 
coke bar, in the State of North Carolina. He 
would, with the indulgence of the House, state, 
that this was not only of importance to the State 
from whence he came, but to the whole country, 
and particularly to the northern States. Owing 
to the northeasterly winds which prevailed in 
that section, and the obstructions to our naviga- 
tion, vessels were not unfrequently detained for 
weeks. This was in the sickly season; and for 
want of comfortable quarters a great many sea- 
men died. He stated that there was not a point 
in the United States where a hospital was more 
needed than at this place. 


T tion was objected to; and a motion by ||. : : 
he motion w : y mit the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union, with instructions to strike 
| out the sections, being 43 and 44, depriving the 


Mr. S. to suspend the rules for the purpose was 
lost. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


On motion of Mr. GRAVES, the Committee 
of the Whole were discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill in relation to the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal; and the same was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


DR. LEIBER,. 


On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library were discharged from the 
memorial and papers of Dr. Leiber. 


REPORTS. 


Unfavorable reports were made by Mr. JAR- 
VIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs; b 
Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs; by Messrs. CRAIG, KINNARD, 
and MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims; by Mr. MORGAN, from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; and 
by Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 


a PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were, on leave, pre- 
sented by Messrs. PEARCE of Rhode Island, 
PIERCE of New Hampshire, SLOANE, BOND, 
PATTERSON, and PINCKNEY. 

{Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, stated that he 
had on hand a memorial which he had been 
anxious to present for the last three or four weeks 
—a memorial of a peculiar character, and signed 
by David Mellville, of Newport, Rhode Island, 
complaining that he had been unceremoniously 
reformed out of office by the collector of that port, 
and praying thata law may be passed restraining 
executive patronage. Mr. P. said a similar me- 
morial had been presented in the other branch, 
and there referred to the Committee on Commerce 
—that he supposed this would be the appropriate 
committee here. Leave was granted to present 
the memorial, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

(Mr. Pinckney presented the memorial of 
Christopher Werner, preying to be refunded a 
certain sum paid into the reasury by mistake; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

(Mr. Patrerson presented the petition of John 
Morrel, of Richland county and Sate of Ohio, a 
soldier of the late war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. CRANE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pen- 
sion to Charles Young, a soldier in the late war. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revol Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the e. ncy t- 
ing a pension to Samuel Pettengill, of the State New 
York, for services rendered in the war of the Revolution. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revoluti Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 


t- 
ing a pension to Simeon Moss, of the State of New York, | 


| entry. 


} 





| proceeded to the orders of the day. 


for the settlement of the accounts thereof, was || 
| taken up, the question being on its final passage. || t be paid.” 


ec amages of the privilege or perquisites of the 





for services rendered during the war of the Revolution as 


an Indian spy. 5 of the Whole, (Mr. Ssnru in the chair,) and pro- 
On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, it was ' ceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- || the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
sions inquire into the expediency of placing the name of |/ the current expenses of ia he ian department, 


William Wilson, of Jackson county, Alab | ¥ ire > ; 
k——E—Ikk= ae ledien enmmeey and for other similar objects, 


| 
j . | 
os ree = ae ae i || The following amendments of the Senate were 
esolved, at the memorial of the President and Secre- || ng i ivisi : 
tary ofthe Franklin College, Ohio, asking aid from Congress | agreed to without a division : . 
for said institution, be reterred to the Committee on Public || “Ist. For the payment of a clerk in the office of the Su- 
Lands, with instructions to inquire into the expediency of || Petintendent of ndian Affairs for the Territory of Wiséon- 
aes said college a township of land, to be selected I] ~~ 2 the paclebenh of thgunied teks tnneiay of Gh 
in Ohio i subj Th ane ' 
n Ohio from any of the public lands subject to private to the Cherokees by the treaty of the 24th of October, 1804, 
‘ | and which was not paid till the year » B12, ; which 
On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the House then || sum shall be paid ae sam chemineene in the same pro- 
portions, to the Cherokees east and west of the Mississippi, 
that the annuity itself is payable. 

3d. Provided. however, That no part of the ap ria- 
tion for the Florida Indians shall be paid to any Indians 
who have been engaged in hostilities against the United 
States, unless in such change of circumstances a3 mey in- 
duce the President of the United States to direct the same 


The House accordingly went into Committee 


i 
i 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The bill to change the organization of the Post 
Office Department, and to provide more effectually || 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to recom- || The fourth amendment of the Senate was to 

increase the item for locating reservations, and 

certifying contracts, under the treaty with the 

Creeks of the 24th of March, 1832, from $7,000 

to $14,000. 

oxes or pigeon-ho es. : Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 
Mr. CONNOR suggested that it would be bet- || Affairs, moved to disagree to this amendment, 

ter to let the bill pass and go to the Senate, where || and entered into a minute explanation in relation 

the clauses could either be stricken out, or some || thereto, 

other provision made, to provide a suitable com- || _ After some remarks from Messrs. LAWLER, 

pensation therefor, or some modification of the || GLASCOCK, HAYNES, TOWNS, CAM- 

salaries of postmasters of large cities. BRELENG, OWENS, BELL, and LEWIS, 
After some remarks from Messrs. JOHNSON Mr. LEWIS moved an amendment to the 

of Louisiana, CAMBRELENG, LAWRENCE, || Senate’s amendment, authorizing the President of 

REED, MANN of New York, and BELL, the United States to appoint additional agents for 
Mr. JOHNSON modified his motion by in- || certifying and for investigating frauds, if he shall 

structing the committee either to strike out the || deem it necessary. : 

provisions referred to, or to provide for the in- || The amendment was discussed by Messrs. 

crease of the salaries of the Postmasters of the || McKAY, ASHLEY, GLASCOCK, LEWIS, 

cities and large towns of the different States. | BELL, LYON, HAWES, TOWNES, and 
The motion was discussed by Messrs. MA- || OWENS. . 

SON of Virginia, PEARCE of Rhode Island, At the suggestion of Mr. BELL, both amend- 

BRIGGS, EVERETT, and GRENNELL. ments were passed over for the present, and the 
Mr. EVERETT called for a division of the ||committee proceeded to the consideration of the 
uestion, first on the motion to recommit, and || other amendments; some of which were con- 

then on the motion to instruct. curred in. 
Mr. REED moved to amend the motion by On motion of Mr. BELL, the committee rose, 

striking out all after the word ‘‘instructions,”’ || and reported progress. : 

and insert a provision ‘‘ that the operation of the The Speaker having resumed the chair, 

said 43d and 44th sections shall not go into effect On motion of Mr. BELL, the bill was made 

until the 4th day of March next.”’ the special order of the day from the hour of 
After some further remarks frdm Messrs. || twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

REED, UNDERWOOD, WISE, LANE, and Sundry documents from the War Department, 

JENIFER, on the subject of Indian hostilities, were ordereu 
Mr. SPEIGHT demanded the previous ques- || to be printed. 

tion; which was seconded by the House—ayts The House then adjourned at alittle before six 

67, noes 57.- o’clock, p.m. 
The main question was then ordered and put, 

and the bill was passed. 


NEW POST ROUTES, 


The bill to establish certain post roads, and 
to alter and discontinue others, and for other pur- 
poses, was then taken up, read a third time, and 
passed. 











IN SENATE. 
Farivar, June 3, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary, in answer to the resolution. of the 
Senate of the 27th ultimo, requesting to be in- 
formed whether, in the opinion of the President, 
an increase or reorganization of the ordnance 
corps is necessary. The reply of the President 
is in the affirmative, and refers to a report of the 
Secretary of War on the subject. 

. On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the message was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. RIVES presented two petitions from sun- 
dry citizens of Virginia, praying for the establish- 
ment of new post routes; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH, from the Committee 
on Commerce, to which had been referred the bill 
providing for the employment of boys in the mer- 
chant service, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report in detail, sive hun- 
dred copies of which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 

rted a joint resolution to cause a complete set 
of standard weights and measures to be delivered 
to the Governors of the several States, for the use 
of said States; which was read twice, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


INDIAN ANNUITIES, ETC. . 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that the for- 
tification bill was properly the first in order, but 
there was another bill, for Indian annuities, 
returned from the Senate with some important 
amendments, which was much more urgent than 
any other, and which he hoped would be taken 
up. 
"he. EVERETT hoped the bill would be post- 
poned till to-morrow, inasmuch as it would brin 
up a debate, and the necessary documents ha 
not all come in, in relation to the origin of the 
Seminole war. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would merely state that 
this bill was sent to the Senate two months ago, 
and remained there unacted upon until the War 
Department wrote and urged the Senate to act 
upon it. If, however, a discussion was to arise 
respecting the origin of the Seminole war, the 
sooner it was brought onthe better. The people 
of Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, were sufferin 
for want of the a of this bill. He moved, 
therefore, that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the_State of. the 
Union; which was agreed to; and 
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RESOLUTION. 


Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims | 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of confirming to | 
the heirs and !egal representatives of William E. Kennedy 
their claim and title to #ix thousand four hundred acres of 
land, being a concession under the Spanish Government, | 
recommended for confirmation by the board of commis- 
sionere at St. Stéphen’s. 


PATENT LAWS. 


On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the bill to pro- 
mote the progress of the useful arts, and to repeal || 
all other acts on the same subject, was taken up, || 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole; | 
and several amendments having been made, it | 
was reported to the Senate as amended, and laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third | 
time, and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain Robert White, aeoluase ; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of — Conway, deceased; an 

The bill authorizing the purchase of the private 
stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal. 


INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 


The bill ie ewe the circulation through the 
ost offices of incendiary publications came up on 
its third reading; and, 
On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, it was post- | 
poned until Monday next. 


BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


The following bills were severally read the | 
second time, and considered as in Committee of | 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading: 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of Henry Fisher, deceased; 

The bill making appropriations for certain in- 
ternal improvements in Florida; 

The bill supplementary to the act authorizing | 
the Territory of Florida to open a canal through- 
the lands of the United States, between the Chipola 
river and St. Andrew’s bay, and from Matanzas 
to Halifax, in said Territory; 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to compromise and finally settle the claims 
of the United States against certain banks; 

The bill to authorize Daniel Tyler to import an 
iron canal boat in detached parts, with the neces- 
sary machinery, tools, &c , free of duty; and 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Canedy. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 


The bill to reorganize the General Land Office | 
was taken up and considered. 

Mr. EWING, after some remarks in explana- || 
tion of the bill, moved to fill up the blanks, as | 
follows: for the salary of the commissioner, | 
$4,000 per annum; the salary of the recorder and 
principal clerk of surveys, $2,000 each. 

This being agreed to, Mr. E. moved to fill up | 
the bianks for two principal clerks with salaries | 
of $2,500 each. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he believed that the high- | 
est salaries given to the chief clerks of any of | 
the public offices Was 2,000 per annum. He | 
thought, then, as a general rule, it would be bet- | 
ter, unless they intended to increase the salaries | 
of all the chief clerks, not to p 
clerks at higher salaries than 48,000 each, * 

Mr. EWI 








} 


| 
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|| resume my seat I shall ask leave to 


|| treatment he aas received at the hands of his Govern- 


|| eral Ripley. 


ing, but the case of General 
entirely distinguishable from other cases, that I 
cannot doubt that, when all the facts shall be known, 
the Senate will unhesitatingly adopt that provis- 
ion, 
bill, my object has been merely to give authorit 
to the 8 
just the accounts between General Ripley and the 


r annum each. 
ese motions were also to; and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


GENERAL ELEAZER W. RIPLEY. 
Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of notice given, | 








asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill | 


for the relief of General Eleazer W. Ripley. 

Mr. H. said: Mr. President, a few mornings 
past I gave notice thai I should ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill giving authority to the Secretary 
of War to audit and settle the accounts of Eleazer 
W. Ripley with the Government, and to allow 
him a pension for a severe wound which he re- 
ceived, during the last war, while in the way of 
his duty. ave prepared the bill, and before I | 
resent it to | 
the consideration of the Senate. “But, before I 
present it, | must be permitted to make a few re- | 
marks with reference to the extraordinary ser- 
vices of General Ripley as a military officer, and 
with reference to the severe, unjust, and unmerited 


ment, while engaged in the employ of his country. 
And I will here state, that my movement in re- 
lation to this matter is wholly unknown to Gen- 
I have not, up to this time, ex- 
changed a word with him upon this subject. 
Whatever I shall say, or whatever I may do, will 
be induced by the respect which I entertain for 
the high character and honorable services of this | 
distinguished individual. I know well his his- | 
tory. The success, the fame, the prosperity of | 
this early friend could not be a matter of indiffer- | 
ence tome. I have, in common with his other | 
New England acquaintances, felt a deep morti- | 
fication at events which seemed, for a time, to | 
attach to his character a degree of ignominy; but | 
recent developments have wiped away every | 
shade from his moral reputation; and with great | 
individual pleasure and satisfaction do I avail | 
myself of this opportunity to bring forward a | 
measure, the object of which is to render but an 
act of sheer justice to a highly honorable, but much 
abused and injured fellow-citizen. 

The bill which I have prepared, Mr. President, | 
contains two very distinct provisions. The first | 
is, that the accounts subsisting between General 
Ripley and his Government shall be audited and 
vettled by the Secretary of War. The second is, 
that General Ripley shall be placed on the list of 
invalid pensioners, for the wound received while 
in public service, and that his pension shall com- 
mence at the time the disability was incurred. I 
have made myself believe, novwithstanding the 
known usage and the practice of the Department, 
that every consideration of right and justice calls 
upon us to carry into full effect the last provision 
of the bill. That we have not only precedent 
upon precedent, giving authority for the proceed- 
ipley itself is so 


With reference to the first provision of the | 
cretary of War to settle and finally ad- 


nited States. 


these accounts embraced receipts and disburse- 
ments of the public money to a great amount 
during the last war, and whil 

forming the high and honorable duty of a field- 
lace these chief || officer in the A 

|| ling, more averse, to perform the additional | 
NG spoke of the importance of the || duties of a disbursing agent than General Ripley. 


It was a fact well known, that 
e he was also per- 


rmy. No man was more unwil- 


duties of these clerks, and the amount of labor || He was not calculated for the office. That par- 


they had to perform; but, as the chief clerks in 


ticular service ill comported with his habits. He 



























he would move to fill up the blank with this sum. | but it was the call of his Government; it was the 
This motion was also agreed to. order of his country, and he proseplly obeyed 

Mr, EWING then moved to fill up the blankfor | that call; he unhesitatingly. submitted to that 
the number of clerks with—one clerk atan annual | order; he never shrank from any duty; he never 
salary of $1,600; four clerks at an annual salary | avoided any responsibility. He did. undertake 
of $1,500 each; and sixteen clerks at an annual to disburse the hundreds of thousands which 
salary of $1,400 each; twenty clerks at an annual || were commuatted to his charge; and, at this late 
salary of $1,200 each; five clerks at an annual | day, it is matter of joy to his friends that it has 
salary of $1,100 each; -sd thirty-five clerks at | finally been twice found by a jury of his country 
an annual salary of $1,uu0 each; one principal | that every dollar of the public money, received 
draftsman at a salary of $1,750; and one assistant | by him, has been faithfully and honestly applied, 
draftsman at a salary of $1,200; one messenger | and that there exists an indebtedness on the part 


the other offices were not paid more than 2,000, | was uneducated in the school of an accountant; 
at §700, and one assistant messenger at $350; two || of the Government to him in a large amount. I 
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shall find it necessary, before I close my remarks 
to advert to this history again. I shall find itneces- 
sary so to do in order to show the propriety of 
carrying into effect the second provision of the 
bill which I have pared, viz: to grant him a 
pension for disability, and to have that pension 
commence atthe date of that disability. 

There isa rule of practice prevailing in the 
Department with reference to the time when pen- 
sions shall commence—and that is when the evi- 
dence upon an application shall be closed. It will 
be found upon an examination, that that practice 
originated under the act of May, 1820, which 
provides ‘that the right any person now has, or 
may hereafter acquire, to receive a pension, in 
virtue of any law of the United States, shall be 
considered to commence at the time of completing 
his testimony.’ Thatactreferred exclusively to 
those annuitants who were or should be in the 
receipt of pensions for revolutionary services; it 
in fact referred to the pensioners under the act of 
March, 1818. It was not designed to have, nor 
in truth could it have, any application to invalid 

nsioners under the act of hth January, 1812. 

‘he claim of the latter class rests upon a totally 
different principle—a principle which has been 
recognized from the foundation of our own Gov- 
ernment—a principle which has been recognized 
by every civilized Governmentin Christendom—a 
po e not only connected with the justice, but 

aving an intimate relation to the honor of the 
country; that principle is loss of physical power 
while in public service; that ween is personal 
disability; a deprivation of the means of gaining 
a livelihood, occasioned by wounds received in 
the performance of military duty; and whenever 
it so happens that any one who is thus engaged 
shall be depeivel of limb, or in any way be dis- 
abled, a sense of common humanity, as well as of 
common justice, would prompt the Government 
at once to make up for that disability, if not to 
heal, to pour balm into the wounds of the faith- 
ful soldier by giving him a pension—a reward 
commensurate with the degree of his disability. 

The act of 11th January, 1812, provides ‘‘that 
ifany officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, 
or private, shall be disabled by wounds or other- 
wise, while in the line of his duty in public 
service, he shall be placed on the list of invalids 
of the United States, at such rate of pension, and 
under such regulations, as are or may be directed 
by law: Provided always, That the compensation 
to be allowed for such wounds or disabilities toa 
commissioned officer shall not exceed, for the 
highest rate of disability, half the monthly pay 
of such officer at the time of his being disabled or 
wounded; and that no officer shall receive more 
than the half pay of a lieutenant colonel.’’ 

It does seem to me that the language of this 
act is too plain, too precise, to admit of cavil or 
doubt, onl its injunctions are of the most imper- 
ative and positive character. It declares that 
whoever shall be disabled while in the line of his 
duty in public service, shall be placed on the list of 
invalids of the United States, at such rate of pension 
as may be directed by law. 

It will not be denied that General Ripley contin- 
ued in the service long after the battle at the sortie 
from Fort Erie, adding, year following year, to 
his fame as a military officer; but in that battle he 
was mane? and dangerously wounded, and by 
that wound he was disabled. His right, then, to an 
immediate pension, must depend upen the mean- 
ing of the word ‘ disabled,’’ as used in the act. 
The late Attorney General (Mr. Taney) has 
given a clear and sensible exposition upon this 

int; not with reference to this particular case, 

ut to one not unlike it: ** Does the word ‘ disa- 
abled’ (he remarks) mean that the officer must be 
disabled from the duties of his station before he 
can receive a pension? or does it mean any de- 
gree of personal debility which renders him less 

ble to provide for his subsistence? The latter - 
interpretation of the word ‘disabled’ is most con- 
sonant with the spirit and objects of the law, and, 
indeed, it is the only one consistent with that pro- 
vision of the statute which directs that the pen- 
sion shall be graduated, so that the compensa- 
tion to be allowed toa commissioned officer shall 
not exceed half of the monthly pay of such offi- 
cer at thetime of his being disabled or wounded.’’ 

The act provides that the officer disabled shall be 











on the list of invalids at such rate of pension, 
and under such regulations, as be directed by 
law. And it being a provision of the law that the 

nsion shall be graduated according to the nature 
and degree of his disability, all that was necessary 
to the grant of an immediate pension to General 
Ripley was to ascertain the egree of his disa- 
bility, in order to fix the rate of his pension. This 
js also aregulation of law. In this particular case, 
from the very nature of the wound, although 
General Ripley continued to dischafge the duties 
of his situation, he was not only exposed to great 
bodily suffering, but he wasalso subjected to great 
additional expense in the performance of his pub- 
lic duties, by rendering the assistance of others 
necessary to do those offices about his person 
which, before the injury, he could perform for 
himself. It was a disability which commenced 
in 1814, but it increased wit 
years. The effects of a premature old age by 
reagon of his severe sufferings are now manifest 
to every observer. 


. ss 
the increase of his | 


} 


He is no longer that active, || 


athletic, and vigorous man which he once was. | 


i. 


has become decrepid, disabled, disfigured. | 
is no longer full of health and of life: he is | 


enfeebled, worn down. And how has all this hap- | 


pened? The effect will find its cause in the dis- 
ability which was incurred on the battle-field in 
September, 1814. It was the wound he then 
received, the suffering he then endured, the ex- 
posure to which he was unavoidably subjected, 
while in the way of his duty, that has brought 
all this upon him; and shall it now be said that 
he was not then disabled, because for many years 


he continued to perform the accustomed duties of | 


his station? No, sir. It was wise and politic in 
the Government to retain General Ripley in the 
service—his presence, his example, his precepts, 
nerved the arm of the scldier, and gave energy 
and confidence in the hour of battle. 


General Ripley was, Mr. President, seriously | 


disabled by the wound he then received, and his 
pension ought not to have been withheld on the 

round that he continued in the employment of 
iis country; and as it was not then extended to 
him, it becomes our duty at this late day to do 
him justice by carrying back his pension to the 
commencement of his disability. 

** Whenis the disabled officer to receive his pension which 
the law so emphatically awards to him, if he does not receive 
it while in service? 
and become a private citizen? Certainly not; because it 
must be borne in mind that, by the act of Congress just 
cited, pensions are contingent and graduated, and that the 
highest rate of pension for the greatest disability cannot ex- 
ceed half the monthly pay to which the disable 
entitled at the date of his injury.” 

The pension of General Ripley should, and it 
must, if the Government would be consistent with 


itself, commence on the day when the wound was | 


received—at the time when the disability was in- 
curred. And I am, and ever have been, unable 
to understand why the commencement of an inva- 
lid pension should be controlled by the circum- 
stance of application and proof. henever the 
physical disability takes place, then should the 
justice of the Government be extended. 


‘The act of January, 1812, was a compact, and cases 





fter he has resigned his commission | 


person was | 





occurring under it were to be viewed as a compact; and | 


they have no more right to cut off the 
would the pay or the lands which they 
give.’’ 

With reference to pensions for individual ser- 
vices in the war of the Revolution, they were spe- 
cially created by the act of March, 1818, and by 
the subsequent acts of Congress. The Govern- 
ment had not been able to perform the contract, in 
letter or in spirit, with the soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, and these annuities were , ted to the sur- 

that day, to make 


no than they 
ad stipulated to 


viving officers and soldiers of 
up for the deficiency. All this is the regulation 
by law. It was competent for Congress, in rela- 
tion to this matter, to fix the amount, as well as 
the commencement of the annuity. It was a 
legislative provision to reward for service ren- 
dered more than half a century before the adop- 
tion of the provision. That was a matter address- 
ing itself to the high sense of the justice of 

They were to make such an enact- 
ment, in relation to this matter, as they might 
think-just and proper. They have done it; and 
the matter is now particularly r d by 
acts of Congress. This class of pensioners ought 
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bring themselves within the provisions of the 
existing acts. These pensiéns may be regarded 


| changing principles; his habits of industry; his 
|| known character; his high and honorable feel- 








to have their pensions commence when they shall 


now in the nature of a debt, which the Govern- 
ment must be presumed to be able and willing to 
pay, whenever the creditor shall make out his 
claim. But the act of January 11, 1812, declares 
what shall be done upon the happening of par- 
ticular events. It says to the officer, Join the ser- 
vice of your country, and should you be wounded 
in battle you shall be compensated according to 
the disability incurred. 

Entirely different, then, is the case of an invalid 
pensioner; his claim arises under previous acts 
of Congress, and should commence with the com- 
mencement of the disability, for the best of all rea- 
sons—it was for that very disability which the legis- 
lation of the Government was intended to provide. 
The grant, then, should go back to the origin of 
the disability, and should continue while the dis- 
ability continues. This, I contend, should be the 
policy and the practice of the Government. Any 
thing short of this would work the most mani- 
fest wrong and injustice. If there is any title 
under the acts of Congress to an invalid pension, 
it results from the fact of having been disabled 
while in the actual military service of the coun- 
try. And would it not be absurd to contend that 
the commencement of such a pension should be 
controlled by extraneous circumstances? It seems 
to me that any such practical construction would 
be wrong in principle, and in violation of the 
spirit, if not of the express letter, of the act of 
January, 1812. 

It was under this act ‘‘to raise an additional 
military force”? that General Ripley entered the 
army of the United States. Those who knew 
him in early life, felt a pride that so pure a patriot 
and so gallant an officer had joined the standard 
of his country, in that day of her danger, when 
the most unhallowed sentiments were avowed, 
both as to the existing causes and as to the prob- 
able effects of a war with England. It was when 
dismay had almost chilled the ardor and broken 
down the force of popular feeling, that Ripley 
came forward and united his fate with the fate of 
his native country. And from the commence- 
ment of his public service to the time when he 
resigned hiscommission, (a period of eight years, ) 
it is a fact worthy of all praise, that he was never 
absent from the scene of his duty. A furlough, 
a temporary relief from the severe hardships of 
the camp, was a favor which he never sought, 
and which he never received. | know this man 
well. We were natives of the same State; edu- 
cated at the same institution. His early and un- 


ings, gave promise of his becoming a bold, a 
daring, a brave, and a humane officer; a pledge 
which has been most faithfully redeemed. He 
was first appointed a lieutenant colonel of the 
twenty-first regiment—a regiment which was en- 
listed by his untiring efforts—a regiment which 
was second to no otherattached to the American 
army for the bravery of its officers and men dur- 
ing the period of the war. Its commander was 
rarely absent from the field of battle. He Was 
by the side of Pike, when that gallant officer fell 
at York. He lead the advance, consisting of his 
own regiment at Chrystler’s Fields, and repeat- 
edly drove the enemy back with the bayonet. 
He was, without solicitation on his part, for this 
particular act of daring courage, advanggd to the 
office of a brigadier general. He was present at 
the capture of Fort Erie, at the battle of Chippewa, 
and at Bridgewater, where his brigade stormed 
the heights; and with Miller, another son of 
the Granite State, at the head of the twenty-first, 
carried the enemy’s artillery> Ata subsequent 
time, (in September, 1814,) at the battle at the sor- 
tie from Fort Erie, General Ripley was severely 
and dangerously wounded by a musket ball pass- 
ing through his neck, while making a charge 
upon the reinforcement of the enemy; and thus 
terminating a siege of fifty-three days of constant 
eannonading, when every was a . The 
enemy immediately after raised the siege, and re- 
tired to Chippewa. Bit enicat play remained 
in military service, not only to the close of the 
last war, but to the period of 1820, when he sur- 
rendered his commission of brevet major general. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Congress, on the third of November, 1814, 
a resolution “that the Président of the 
States be requested to cause a gold medal to be 
struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
presented to Brigadier General Ripley 
mony of the high sense entertained by 
of his gallantry and good conduct in the several 
conflicts of ee: Niagara, and Erie,’”’ 














verted to the gallant services of General 
during the last war. 
olution above cited, to show the sense which Con- 
gress entertained of those services. 
tion spoke but the common—the general senti- 
ment of the whole country. No officer was more 
strongly supported by the power of popular feel- 
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ssed 
Thited 


in testi- 
Congress 


I have, Mr. ad- 


ipley 
I have adverted to the res- 


resident, thus very briefl 
This resolu- 


ing for his courage and conduct, during the war, 
than General Ripley. He was known to be a 
brave and fearless man. He was known to be 
ardently attached to the free institutions of his 
country. He was believed, while in public ser- 
vice, to be free from public reproach. The war 
closed —the scene was changed; and the published 
history of the times exhibited General Ripley as 
a public defaulter—a debtor to the Government, 
It was a record which could not fail to produce 
among his early friends the deepest humiliation 
and chagrin. The were slow to believe that he 
could have knowingly converted to his own use that 
which rightfully belonged to his Government, but 
such was the declared fact; and his hard and well- 
earned fame was stained with the false and igno- 
minious brand of being a public defaulter. General 
Ripley, from the beginning, most resolutely pro- 
tested against the truth of this charge. His !an- 
guage was invariably that the Government was 
indebted to him; and whenever he should be able 
to obtain a fair examination and an honest ad- 
justment of the accounts, it would be found that 

e owed not a dollar to the Government, but that 
the United States owed to him thousands. We 
hoped it might be so—that such would turn oul lo 
be the facts of the case; and I need not say that the 
result of the recent trials of the suits commenced 
by the United States against General Ripley has 
proved the truth of his declarations. 

The bill, then, Mr. President, which I propose 
to offer, ought to be passed party 8 is but 
an act of justice to General Ripley. I have said, 
sir, that no man has suffered more wrong, severer 
treatment, at the hands of his Government, than 
General Ripley. I repeat it, and I will attempt to 
make good my allegation. He was entitled toa 
pension under the act of 1812, for a disability in- 
curred while in military service in September, 
1814. Did he receive it? Was he placed upon 
the list of invalids, in accordance with the provis- 
ions of that act? No, sir. It was withheld without 
right, upon the ground that he was continued in 
the service, and was in the receipt of full pay as 
an officer, The reason is altogether unsatisfac- 
tory. The only question is not how much money 
he may, by some good fortune, be able annually 
to earn, but what was the degree of physical dis- 
ability created by the wound; and the pension 
should have been awarded immediately accord- 
ing to that degree of disability, in pursuance of 
the act of 1812. But this was not done; and the 
pension of General Ripley was unjustly withheld 
for the reason stated. Well, then, might he com- 
plain of this act of injustice on the part of his 
Government; but he was silent and submissive. 
In relation to this point we are not without legis- 
lative authority. In July, 1832, Congress passed 
an act ** authorizing the Secretary of War, upon 
the application of J. O. Preston, a colonel in the 
late war, and upon his making proof of his right 
to be placed upon the invalid pension roll as an 
officer of the late war, to allow the said Preston 
the amount which would have been due him had 
he made his application at the time he reecived his 
wound.’’ There never could be a case more di- 
rectly in point than the one above cited. The 
individual was a most meritorious officer durin 
the last war; s> was General Ripley. Colone 
Preston had not formally, in so many figures and 
words, made application to the proper Depart- 
ment fora pension, nor had General Ripley. In 
all respeats the two cases are alike, and should 
receive like treatinent at the hands of the Gov- 


ernment. sh 
But another case which I will bring to the 
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notice of the Senate, goes clearly to show that || may, however, be 


the position that an officer, while in public ser- 
vice, is not entitled to an invalid pension, is 
wholly untenable. The act for the relief of 


sion to which he was entitled on account of a 


j 


rmanent disability, occasioned by a wound | 
received by him in battle with the enemy during | 


the last war with Great Britain, commencing at the 
time he received the wound. 
in May, 1834. Captain Jones had long been, and 
was then, in the service of the United States, and 


he still is in the service of the United States, and || 


in the receipt of full pay for that service. This 
case, then, establishes, and rightfully establishes, 


This act was passed | 


_ cannot be otherwise. 


rmitted to say that no man 
feels more deeply the positive wrongs which have 
been inflicted upon him—the gross neglects which 


_ have been practiced toward him by the Govern- 
Thomas Ap C. Jones, grants him arrears of pen- | 


ment of his country, than General Ripley. It 
, In November, 1814, Con- 
gress passed a highly complimentary resolution 


in favor of this distinguished officer; but, until |) 


it was brought to the notice of the Senate by || 


the chairman of the Committee on Finance, at | Cnguiened corvices senderen Dy the. Satendant 


this very session, that resolution has been per- 
mitted to remain unnoticed and unobserved in the 
archives of the Government. But, whatever may 


have been the feelings of General Ripley, they 


the principle, that the invalid pension should com- || 


mence with the commencement of the disability, | 


and should be commensurate with the degree of 
disability. Upon principle, then, as well as in 
accordance with existing precedents, should Gen- 
eral Ripley’s pension, as an invalid, go back to 
the time when he was wounded. 

I have before stated that General Ripley left the 


were the secret workings of his own heart. The 
language of complaint against the justice of his 
country, for which he so long served, and so freely 
bled, has never escaped his lips. 

But in relation to those pretended Treasury 


balances, the United States, in September, 1822, 
/ commenced two suits against General Ripley in 


Army in 1820, and I have also stated the cause | 
which prevented his being placed upon the pen- 
sionlist. But the time had come when he was to 


be relieved from the cares, and no longer to be en- | 


titled to the profits of office But with thatevent 
comes ‘‘ the unkindest cut of all.’’ He stands 
recorded, and is held out to the world as a de- 
faulter—as a debtor to the Government. A large 
balance was struck against him at the Treasury 


vented from then being placed on the list of in- 
valids, and drawing his pension. 


appropriations fer the military service, which in- 


cludes appropriations for every class of pension- | 


ers, it is in effect provided that no money shall be paid 
toany person who is in arrears to the United States, 


On referring | 
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| Leaving due to General Ripley...... 
office, and from this consideration he was pre- || a 


the district court of Louisiana, to enforce their 


collection. After the suits were consolidated, they 


were continued from term to term, until May, 
1830, when the trial took place. The verdict of 
the jury was returned for the defendant. They 
allowed to General Ripley, for his account and 
for his extra service. ...es.cceee. ++ -$15,060 22 
They deducted therefrom the halance 

due the United States...........++ 11,929 32 





$3,130 90 


Whereupon the court ordered that the United 
States take nothing by these petitions. 


of the judge, a bill of exceptions was filed by the 
attorney of the Government, ard allowed by the 
court; and the defendant, in like manner, filed a 
bill of exceptions to a certain ruling of the court, 
which went to the exclusion from the considera- 








the sanction of the Government, or under circumstances of 
peculiar emergency. In such a case the compensation 
should be graduated by the amount paid for like services 
under similar circumstances. Usage may safely be relied 
on in such cases, as fixing a just compensation. 

“The allowances claimed under the second head for ser- 
vices which did not come within the range of his official 
duties, should have been performed with the sanction of 
the Government, or under circumstances above stated.” 


The court, in conclusion, remarked that the dis- 






| during the late war are advantageously known 


to the country; but the claims set up in the case 
under consideration must be brought within the 
established rules on the subject, before they can 
receive judicial sanction; and as, in the opinion of 
this court, the district court erred, as their in- 
structions to the jury were given without qualifi- 
cation, the judgment must be reversed, and the cause 
remanded, for proceeding de novo. This interestin 
case is reported in detail, in seventh volume o 
Peters’ Reports. 

The abstract made of the proceedings ,and 
decisions of the Supreme Court satisfactorily 
establishes the positions taken by the defendant 
on the trial; and the only error committed by t 
judge below was, in giving unqualified inst 
tions to the jury upon the points assumed. That 
the defendant was entitled to recover for disburse- 
ments made by him, not such as were ordinarily 
attached to the duties of his office, as well as for 


| extraordinary services, admitted of no doubt; and 


notwithstanding the clear exposition of the prin- 
ciples, made by the Supreme Court, which were 


| to govern the district court in the trial of this 
To the || 


to the appropriation bills from 1821 to 1836, it | proceedings on trial in this case, and to the ruling 


will be found that, in the acts of Congress making | 


cause, and notwithstanding those principles were 
most favorable to the rights of General Ripley, 
yet this same cause was a second time pressed on 
for trial by the United States, and the defendant 


| was driven to the necessity of again preparing for 


| 


trial, and of submitting to all the costs and marge 
which were thereby imposed upon him. All this 


tion of the jury of so much of General Ripley’s || was done. In 1833 the cause was remanded for 


—_ — pore = have et os = || claim, in ane he made for arrearages of pen- || a new trial in the district court of Louisiana; and 
s oe "tha ton apeenge ae a may de "a". |\ sion since 1814. There was one extraordinary | in two years after, in May, 1835—making thir- 
uch was the law, and such was the practice, at |) toct, to which I refer as worthy of particular no- | 


the different D a hontnY 1828, | || teen years since the commencement of this pros- 
e different Departments. And in January, ’ || tice, and which occurred Soane the trial, and is | ecution—the cause was tried anew by another 


Congress passed a general act to prevent defalea- || ,ow matter of record. Soentire y conscious were || jury of his country, and upon the principles laid 
tions on the part of the disbursing agents of the || 1). jury that General Ripley ought to have been || down by the Supreme Court for the government 
Government; and that act contained the precise || ajigwed his pension from the commencement of || of the case. Mark again the result—it is detailed 
provisions which had been for many years in- |! ji, disability, that ‘* the foreman of the jury, after | in an official letter from the Solicitor of the Treas- 
corporated into the public retest bills. handing the verdict to the court, stated, that it || ury to the Second Auditor, which I will read: 
| 
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No disbursing military officer ought to be dis- was the unanimous wish of the jury to allow the Orrice or THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY, 
claim for arrearages of pension, and requested | Petit wee ; oe aP 
: . . | IR: rom official returns received at is office, In re- 
cen ~~ om di ~ er be legal ae } lation to the trial of the two suits directed to be instituted 
it. 1e court Charged them that they could not, | against General E. W. Ripley, late of the United States 
and their verdict was made up acCordingly. | Army, one as late Brevet Major General, exhibiting a bal- 
But with the termination of this rial did not || — - or oe meee one = — - the 
. ane . _ || Secon uditor 0) e lreasury e other as late Bri ier 
pee suffering of General Ripley, grow | General, exhibiting a balance of $2,479 62 standing against 
ing out of this prosecution, if it may not well be | him on the books of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, it 
called persecution, of his Government. A writ of || appears that, at the late trial of these suits, they were 
error was sued out, and the case brought before || ordered to be consolidated, and at May term, 1830, of the 
the Supreme Court of the United States. Gen- | States district court for the eastern district of 
eral Ripley could notand did not follow this case 


|| Louisiana, a verdict was rendered in favor of the defendant. 

C , On the 15th October, 1830, the district attorney at New 

to Washington; he had nothing to fear from that || Orleans was instructed to take out a writ of error, that the 

quarter; nor had he aay apprehension that any || eer Gian othe ae ee ee be settled in the Su- 

jury of his country could ever be empaneled by | At January term, 1833, the judgment of the district 

any court of trial to pass between him and his | court was reversed, and the case remanded to the said dis- 

Government, which would return a verdict against || — court by the Rapeome soe of the United States, with 
; i i ; | directions to award a venire facias de novo. 

him. He had entire confidence in the justice of |, an the clerk's report of the district court for Mag term, 

| 1835, he states that a verdict was rendered in favor of the 

defendant. In conformity with it, it was ordered by the 

court, that it be certified, that the plaintiffs (the United 

States) are indebted to the defendant, E. W. Ripley, in 

the sum of $20,596 12. The account, therefore, against 





charged from the public service until his accounts 
were fully settled. This is a sound and safe prin- 
ciple; but ina total disregard of this principle, 
the resignation of General Ripley was accepted; | 
and no sooner was it done, whenone account was 


‘ stated at the Treasury Department, whereby it 
appeared * that the sum of $13,163 10, as due by 
Eleazer W. Ripley, late Major General in the 
Army of the United States, was found against | 
him on settlement of his accounts;’’ and in less | 
than one month thereafter, another account was 
stated at the Treasury Department, whereby it 
appeared that a further sum of $4,154 95 was 





17,318 05 as the balance due from General Rip- | 
ey to the United States. These balances, thus 
struck, one in April, the other in May, 1821, at | 
the Treasury Department, presented an insur- 
mountable obstacle to his obtaining his long- 
neglected but justly-merited claim for an invalid 
pension. There cannot be well conceived an act 
of more flagrant injustice, of grosser wrong, than 


| his case, and he reposed with perfect security in 
that justice. The cause came before the Supreme 

Mr. 
nited 


|| Court; and after having been argued b 
Taney, the late Attorney General for the 
States, (no counsel appearing for the defendant, ) 





to strike these balances against General Ripley, | 


after he had voluntarily resigned his commission, 
and then bring up those very balances in judg- 
ment against him whenever he pressed his claim 
fora pension. It is highly creditable to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions of the Senate, that they have 
done away this practice, by bringing forward at 
this very session a bill, and which has now be- 
come the law of the land: 

* That the act entitled an ‘An act to prevent defalcations 
on the part of the disbursing agents of the Government, and 
for other purposes,’ approved the 25th of January, ies, 
shall not be construed to authorize the pension of any pen- 
sioner of the United States to be withheld.” 

It is not my purpose, standing here as a friend 
of General 1 to allude my the embarrass- 
ments and difficulties which attended ev@ry move- 
ment he made with a view to the adjustment of 
these accounts at the Treasury Department. I 


| 
found against him, making in all the sum of 
| 





was finally digposed of at the January term, 1833. 
In the tflal below, General Ripley made claim— 
first, for certain extra disbursements made by 
him; and second, for certain extra services = 
formed by him. The Supreme Court decided, 


“That if the disbursements made for which compensa- 
tion is claimed were not such as were ordinarily attached 
to the duties of the office held by the defendant, the fact 
should have been so stated, and also that the service was 
performed under the sanction of the Government, or under 
such circumstances as rendered the extra labor and re- 


sponsibility assumed by the defendant, in performing it, 
necessary. Should the accounting officer of the Treasury 
Department refuse to allow an officer the established com- 

nsation which belongs to his , the claim, ha 

n rejected, should unq be allowed by way 

set-off to a demand of the Government, by acourt or jury. 

“And it is equally clear that an equitable allowance 
should be made in the same manner for extra services 
formed by an officer, which did not come within the line 
of his official duty, and which had been performed under 


him should be closed. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
V. MAXCY, Solicitor of the Treasury. 
To WituiaM B. Lewis, Esq., Second 4uditor. »®% 


Thus, at a second trial, under all the delays 
and disadvantages F have detailed, the verdict of 
his peers is that, instead of General Ripley being 
a debtor to the Government, he is its creditor 
upon the claims exhibited to them, and beyond 

1 the claims of the Government, in the sum of 
$20,596 12. 

Such, Mr. President, is the origin, the prog- 
ress, and the termination of these two suits 
commenced inst General Rip with how 
much credit or to ihe country I, for one, leave 
others to say; but I will not hesitate to declare 
that they originated in error, and have been car- 
ried forward in error; that the Government, in 
the commencement of these suits against 
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Ripley, inflicted a deep wound upon his moral 
character, and committed a positive injury upon 
his credit and standing as a man and as a citizen. 
Upon the ground of this alleged indebtedness 
and defalcation, under a cover of a balance thus 
falsely arrayed against him upon the books of the 
Treasury, the pension to which he was honorably 
and honestly entitled from the Government has 
been kept from him, and not a dollar has he 


realized from either the justice or bounty of his | 


country. 

Mr. President, I have now said all that I have 
to say, and, in conclusion, will only add that the 
Government ought not to take advantage of its 
own wrong. Such a proceeding would not be 
tolerated by the most ordinary judicial tribunal 
in our land, with reference to the common deal- 
ings between man and man. The claim set up 
by the Government against General Ripley had 


no foundation in truth or ee So say your | 
0 


own courts; and shall the Government take shel- 


ter under that false balance as stated, and deny to | 
General Ripley that which would have been most | 


readily granted to him in 1820, had it not been 
for this very fictitious balance? I cannot—I will 
not believe it. General Ripley must inevitably 


suffer from this long neglect of his Government, | 


for having for so long a period withheld from him 
his just right. Had he even received in 1820 the 
nsion to which he was entitled, he would have 
ad less cause of complaint; but in addition to all 
the other wrongs which he has been obliged to 
suffer, I hope it may not be his fortune to expe- 
rience further injustice at the hands of his Gov- 
ernment—I hope he will not be obliged to admit 
that his Government made up a false balance 
against him, and, by reason of that pretended bal- 
ance, withheld from him his pension, and when he 
had wiped away that balance, and satisfied his 


| 





Government that there was notat any period since | 


heleftthe Army anyjust balance whatever against 
him—any indeb 
ernment would not now extend to him rights which 
would not have been withheld if this balance had not 
thus been stated. 

Mr. President, the bill which I have prepared 
is intended to give authority to one of the highest 
officers of the Government to examine and scru- 
tinize these claims, and to audit and settle the 
whole account. General Ripley asks no exercise 
of generosity towards himself by the Government. 
He only asks justice, and that without further 
delay. He has but few years to survive the 
wrongs to which he has t 
matter, as all who know him as I know him can 
plainly foresee. But he asks to have the last 
essential correction applied to these wrongs while 
he is yet alive. Sure I am that what he asks, 


or rather what is asked by me in his behalf, | 


unsolicited by or unknown to himself, will not 
be deemed unreasonable by any member of this 
body who is in possession of the facts. Mr. 
President, I ask leave to present the bill. I wish 
it read, and I hope that there will be no objection 
to its second reading at this time, nor to its en- 
grossment for a third reading. If objection be 
made, I shall not oppose, but should ask for its 
reference to the Committee on Pensions. 

After some remarks from Messrs. PRESTON, 
TOMLINSON, and HUBBARD, 

The bill was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


The Senate took up for consideration, as the 
special order, the bill to extend the charters of 
certain banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks in opposi- 
tion to the bill, contending that the report of the 
committee, recommending the recharter of the 
banks, was not sustained by the evidence. With 
regard to two of these banks that had stopped 
payment—the Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town—he insisted that they did not make proper 
exertions to avoid a suspension of specie pay- 


ness on his part, that his Gov- | 


een exposed in this | 








was of itself enough to render them unworthy of 
arecharter. Their stoppage was either compul- 
sory or it was voluntary. Ifthe latter, it showed 
an unpardonable want of fidelity to their obliga- 
tions to the public; and if, on the other hand, 
they were unable to avoid stopping for the insig- 
nificant sum of $6,000, it showed that their re- 
sources were too contemptible to render them 
worthy of credit. 


Mr. B., in the course of his remarks, read and 
commented on the following documents: 


Harper’s Ferry, May 16, 1836. 
Dear Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant U received this 
morning. Early in April, 1834, we expected to pay off the 
roll for the month of March. Accordingly, on the 7th of 
April, [ wrote to Colonel J. J. Stull, cashier of the Farmers 
and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, (the bank through 
which we were then directed to transact our business,) to 
send me, as soon as convenient, ten thousand dollars. The 
Friday following I expected to have commenced paying, 
but the money was not sent on until the 10th, and not re- 
ceived by me until the Saturday following; consequently it 
arrived too late to pay that week. On Sunday following, I 
received the news of the failure of the bank; and on Mon- 
day or Tuesday ({ am not certain which) I set off for the 
District. When I reached Georgetown, I had with me thir- 
teen thousand five hundred and sixty-five dollars of the Farm- 
ers and Mechanics’ Bank paper. I called on the officers 
of the bank, and was told by them that the amount of their 
aper I had on hand should be exchanged for current funds, 
ut it could not be done immediately. I deposited their 
aper, as they requested, in the Bank of the Metropolis in 
Jashington city, and some time after received the same 
amount from the cashier of that bank in notes of the Bank 
of the Metropolis. This is a brief but correct statement of 
the facts you require. 
I inclose you a copy of the letter I received with the ten 
thousand dollars. 


(Signed) 








. April 13, 1834. 

The board met, in pursuance of a call from the President, 
at his dwelling. 

Present: The President, Messrs. Hughes, Bradley, Ingle, 
Clarke, and Thompson. 

The President and Mr. Clarke were appointed a commit- 
tee to meet committees of the other specie paying banks in 
the District, to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, to decide upon 
such course as may be necessary in the present deranged 
state of the commercial affairs of the country. Adjourned 
to meet at four o’clock, p. m., to-morrow. 


Monpay, -4pril 14, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The President, Messrs. Smith, Coyle, Blagden, 
Hand, Hughes, Ingle, P. Bradley, Clarke, and Thomp- 


son. 

The President and Mr. Clarke reported to the board that, 
as a committee appointed for that purpose yesterday, they 
had seen and requested an interview with the Farmers’ 
Bank of Alexandria, the Bank of Potomac, the Union Bank 
of Georgetown and Bank of the Met~opolis, at twelve o’clock 
this day, for the purpose of taking measures to protect the 
respective institutions against the present pressure of the 
times ; that they had reason to believe that those banks 
would meet, but they did not, and, therefore, there is no al- 
ternative left but to act for ourselves. Wherefore, 

Resolved, Ata special meeting of the President and Di- 
rectors of the Patriotic Bank, held this day, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the alarming state.of the com- 
mercial affairs of the District, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That in the opinion of the board, the interest 
of the bank creditors requires that the payment of specie for 
its obligations ought to be for the present suspended. 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of the board, the report 
made by the committee of investigation in January last, 
showing that the bank had not only the ability to pay its 
obligations, but to pay the stockholders upwards of one hun- 
dred and ten per cent., was a true and correct statement of 
the affairs of the bank, and that noueng has occurred thus 
far to render the securities of the bank (ess safe than at that 


riod. 

Resolved, That the creditors of the bank be requested not 

to sacrifice their claims, as the board feel authorized to 

assure them their claims will all be paid. 

In making known this determination, the board need 

hardly say, that nothing but the eztraordi juncture of 

— could have brought them to the painful necessity of 
is accommodation... They earnestly invite all persons to 

call and satisfy themselves of the condition of the bank, 

and the exertions of the board to sustain the institution, 

and that, so far as discretion and prudence would authorize, 

they have personally gone. 

W. A. BRADLEY, President. 

JOHN COYLE, 

THOS. BLAGDEN, 

J. W. HAND 

M. 8t. C. CLARKE, ° 

NATHAN SMITH, 


PHINEAS BRADLEY, 
P. THOMPSON. 


On motion, it was 


ments; and that their stoppag:, so farfrom bei Resolved, That in fulfillment of already given, 
necessary, had every appearance of having been || the cash funds of the bank be placed in ¢ of the presi- 
vol . In commenting on the various tables || dent and cashier for the p os pres oe balance? 
and statements furnished by the committee, he con- || {he Bonk of the Metropoliein liquidation of the loom mate to 
tended that the stoppage of the Farmers and Me- bonk on the 11th ieotant, and the balance secured by the 
chanics’ Bank for the insignificant sum of $6,000 || transfer of discounted notes. 











Copies of letters Richard Smith, cashier of the branch 
Bint etted Shctes ot Wr ; city, to HW”. a. Brad. 
ley, Esq., president of the P ic Bank of Washington. 

Arrit @, 1834. 


My pear Sir: In consequence of demands for assist- 


| disposal, the board could not grant you more than ten thou- 
| sand dollars, which sum you can have if it will benefit you. 


It may be, that in the coming week we shall be abie to do 


| ance from others, and the small amount of money at our 
| 
' 


more; butof this I am not certain, and would not, there- 
fore, flatter you. " 

Very truly yours, R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
W. A. Braptey, Esq., President Patriotic Bank, 


Aprit 4, 1834, 

Dear Sir: I wish, if you take the discount of ten thou- 
sand dollars, that you would send on the note to-morrow 
morning, as it will be necessary to reduce the balance due 
from your bank. If you can spare anything else in addition, 
I hope you will send it to me to-morrow. 

Very truly yours, R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
W. A. Brap ev, Esq., President Patriotic Bank. 


Orrice Bank Unirep States 
Wasineton, April 5, 1894. 

Dear Sir: The post note for $10,000 of your bank, re- 
ceived in your letter of this date, is discounted; and your 
account is credited $9,893 33 for the proceeds. 
| Our board will decide on Tuesday next whether to re- 
| ceive the note of the Corporation of Washington as collat- 
| eral security for the post note. 
| Iam, very truly, your obedient servant, 


R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
G. E. Dyson, Esq., Cashier. 


| 





Orrice Bank Unrrep States 
Wasuineton, -4pril 7, 1834, 
Dear Sir: The balances against the banks are larger 
than, under present circumstances, can be permitted. 
will therefore thank you to reduce yours by good drafts on 
the North at short dates, or in notes of this office, as other- 
wise I must draw on you for the amount due. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
Georce E. Dyson, Esq., Cashier. 


April 9, 1834, 
Dear Str: I amanxious to know whether you can com- 
ply with the request for the payment of the balance due us, 
and in what way. Will you be good enough to let me know 


by the bearer? 
Very truly yours R’D SMITH, Cashier. 


Ws. A. Brapiey Esq., President. 
We have $6,773 74 against you, &c. 


Orrice Bank Unitep States 
WasuHinoton, pril 10, jes4. 
Dear Sir: I will thank you to send me by the bearer the 
SECURITIES named by you yesterday. 
Very truly yours, R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
WituiaM A. Brap.ey, Esq., President Patriotic Bank. 


Orrice Bank Unirep States 
Wasutnorton, 4pril 11, igs. 

Dear Sir: I send herewith the notes and checks on 
your bank, and shall do so every morning, as, in the pres- 
ent state of things, balances must not be permitted to aecu- 
mulate. Whatever you can send me on the North will be 
| acceptable. If we continue to take notes of your bank, 
| and indeed of al) banks, they must be redeemed patty. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R’D SMITH, Cashier. 
WitutaM A. Braptey, Esq., President. 
| The paper also stated, that on the officers bring- 
ing down this money, and demanding payment, 
it was deposited by agreement in the Bank of the 
Metropolis, where it was shortly paid. After 
commenting at some length on the report and 
statements furnished by the committee, Mr. B. 
said he would oppose the recharter of these banks 
by all the means known to parliamentary pro- 
ceedings; and gave notice that he would, at a 
proper stage of the business, moved to recommit 
| the bill with instructions to bring in a bill to wind 
| up the affairs of these banks, and to charter a 
new bank or banks, with the necessary restric- 
tions, and with small capital, suited to the capa- 
we A: the District. 
r. NILES also addressed the Senate in op- 

position to the bill . 

Mr. KENT said that the Committee on the 
District, after the most rigid examination of the 
affairs of these banks, had unanimously agreed 
to recommend their recharter. They were per- 
fectly satisfied that the banks had been conducted . 
with the utmost fairness, and that they were per- 
fectly solvent. No banks inthe Union (he said) 
could present more favorable statements of their 
condition than these banks did; and he challenged 
the gentleman to show among those of the de- 

it banks, furnished by the Secretary of the 
Fret ry, fairer statements than were presented 
by these banks. He did not intend by this to 
cast any imputation on the deposit banks, for he 
believed that they were gene y good, and would 











528 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








June 3 








be able, when called on, to return the Government on other members of the committee, as well as 


money it their hands. This he knew, at least, 
was case with the deposit banks at Baltimore. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, defended the report 
of the committee, and contended thatit was fully 
berne out by the most ample testimony. The 
committee (he said) had made a strict and labori- 
ous investigation, and after a most rigid scrutiny 
into the affairs of these banks, and collecting a 
great mass of evidence, they were able unani- 
mously to agree in recommending their recharter, 
The committee was satisfied of the perfect sol- 
vency of these banks, and their ability to sentply 
with their engagemenis, and that at the time o 
their stoppage there was a most unprecedented 
run onthem. He must say that he was not alto- 
éther satisfied that the Farmers and Mechanics’ 
nk had made sufficient efforts to avoid stopping, 
though he acknowledged there was a most unex- 
ampled run on them; but with regard to the other 
bank there could be no doubt but the most stren- 
uous efforts in their power were made without 
effect to sustain their credit; the directors even 


piving their private obligations for this purpose. | 


Che committee had instituted the strictest inves- 
tigations for the purpose of ferreting out any 
abuses that might exist; and he must say that 


the books and papers were freelwopened to their | 
inspection by the officers of the bank, and that | 


there was nothing but what was satisfactorily ex- 
ge ate With respect to the bill before them, 


e must say to the Senator from Connecticut, | 


{Mr. a. that it contained everything he 
required, 
consist of specie, or what was equivalent to spe- 
cie. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a motion in writing 
to lay the bill on the table, to give the Sena- 
tors.an opportunity of examining the state- 


ments of the affairs of the banks whose conduct | 
had been investigated, and which were then ex- | 


hibited in the Senate for the first time. 

This motion was lost. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. BEN- 
TON and KENT, 


Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay the bill on the | 


table, to enable him to make a report from the 
select committee to which had been referred the 
bill to regulate the public deposits; which mo- 


tion was agreed to, with the understanding that | 


the bill was to be taken up after the report was 
made. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 
Mr. WRIGHT, froni the select committee to 


which was referred the bill to regulate the de- | 


posits of the public moneys, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a new bill as a substi- 
tute for the old bill and amendments. 


Mr. W. said, to correct some misapprehensions | 


that might grow out of a paragraph in one of the 
morning papers, that this bill was the agreement 
ofa majority of the committee, and not of the 
whole of them, some parts of the bill were agreed 


on unanimously, but the most ree part of | 


it was the report of a majority a 
The bill and amendments were then ordered to 
be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, and said that he had 
geen in the Globe of this morning a paragraph so 
flagitiously false respecting his conduct as chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, that he felt it 
his duty to say something with regardtoit. The 
paragraph was in these words: 


** Tt isa most remarkable thing, that while the Opposition 
in the Senate every day parade before the public the seven 
mifions in the stock of the Bank of the United States, as a 
part of the surplus in the Treasury, they so contrive it that 
hota dottar of it can reach the Treasury. Judge White, 
Mr. Caihoun, Mr. Clay, and Mr. Webster, are ever and 
anon pointing to the seven millions of bank stock as a 
fund distribution ; while Mr. Webster, as chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, holds back for months, from 
the action of the Senate, the bills by the House of 
Representatives to provide against the notorious conversion 


by Biddle of the means of the old bank to the purposes of | 


the new. The bill repealing the obligations on the officers 
of the Government under the old charter to receive the 
notes of the Bank of the United States, notwithstanding it 
is known that Biddie is reissuing the notes of the old bank 
for the new pretended State Bank, has been smothered for 
mahy weeks in the Senate.” 


Now he had no other way than this of cor- 
Frecting so ¢rroneous a statement, which reflected 


e capital of these banks was to | 


i himself, a majority of whom were members of 
| the Administration party, and who could report 
| whenever they pleased. He felt it his duty to 
| bear testimony to the industry and fidelity with 
| which every member of the committee had per- 
formed his duties. Now the facts were these: 
| the bill referred to in this paragraph was read in 
the-Senate for the first time on the 14th of April, 
| referred to the Committee on Finance on the 
| same day, and reported back on the 21st. This 
| was not the first occasion on which he had been 
compelled to notice the most direct and palpable 
| falsehoods of’ this journal, which are even con- 
‘| tradicted by its own columns, and contradicted 
| by the printed journals of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. KENT, the bill to recharter 
| the District banks was reinstated in its place as 
the special order. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 3, 1836. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following resolution; which, 
under the rule, lies over one day for consideration: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appoiated to 
inquire into the expediency of purchasing for the Army and 
Navy of the United States the right to use the Rev. Henry 
|| Reid’s improved truss. 


On motion of Mr. JARVIS, the following reso- 
lution, heretofore reported by him from the same 
committee, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
|} uscertain, as far as practicable, and to report to this House 
}| during the first week of the next session, the practicability 

| of establishing a navy-yard at or near Great Barn Island, in 
the straits called East river, which connects Long Island 
sound with New York bay; the comparative advantages 
and disadvantages of that site, and the site of the navy- 
yard at the Wallabout on Long Island, for the purpose of a 
|| navy-yard ; the expense of erecting the works recommended 
|| by Colonel Baldwin at the Wallabout, according to the 
|| plan presented by that engineer ; the expense of a dry dock 

at each of the above positions ; the expense of purchasin 

|| the necessary quantity of land, and erecting buildings o 
equal convenience with those now owned by the United 
|| States at the Wallabout; and the probable amount for 
which the lands, buildings, and other property of the United 
ogee at the Wallabout might be disposed of, if offered 
or sale. 


Mr. DICKERSON moved to amend the same 
'| by inserting after the words ‘‘ New York bay,”’ 
|| the following: ** Also, at Perth Amboy and Jer- 
'| sey City, in the State of New Jersey.’’ Mr. D. 
'|explained that it would be better to extend the 
inquiry to three points than to confine it to one. 
he amendment was agreed to; and the reso- 
lution as amended was adopted. 


WESTERN BOUNDARY OF MISSOURI. 


|| On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the Committee 
|| of the Whole was discharged from the further 
|| consideration of the bill to extend the western 
|| boundary of the State of Missouri, and the same 


‘| was brought into the House. 


|| On motion of Mr. E., the bill was then taken 
up, read a third time, and passed. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBTIN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Mr. LANE, the following reso- 
lution, heretofore reported by him from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, was taken up, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
| ascertain and report to this House the number of persons 
| imprisoned for debt since 1820 in the District of Columbia; 

the times during which they were imprisoned ; the amounts 
of their respective debts ; the portions thereof paid in con- 
sequence of their imprisonment; the expenses to creditors 
of maintenance, &c., with such other facts as to allegations 
of fraud, age, sex, and condition of the parties, as can be 
conveniently procured. 


HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. HARD asked the consent of the House 
to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That bill No making appropriation for the 
construction and ereniston of certain Leen for the 
ear 1836, be made the special order of the day for the third 


onday of June instant. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, would submit 
to the gentleman whether that bill was not em- 
braced in the special order of the 26th of January 
last. Perhaps the chairman of the Committee 








———. 


of Ways and Means would confirm Mr. W.’s 
opinion. 
Mr. SMITH said that, as the chairman was 


| not then in his place, he would inform the House 


that the subject had been under the consideration 
of the committee, and they came to the conclu- 
sion that the *‘ harbor bill”’ was embraced in the 
special order referred to, and it was intended to 
move to take it up as soon as the ‘* fortification 
bill”? was disposed of. 

_Mr,. WHI LESEY remarked that that was 
his impression, whereupon ; 

Mr. HARD withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. SMITH asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the House will resolve itself intothe Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on Saturday 
next, at two o’clock in the afternoon, to consider, in the 
order of the Calendar, the several bills providing for the 
erection of marine hospitals in Baltimore, Portland, Wii- 
mington, Newport, New Orleans, City Point, (Virginia,) 
near Ocracoke Inlet, North Carolina; and the bills to pro- 
vide for the erection of public hospitals, and for the pur- 
chase of sites for the erection of marine hospitals,on the 
western rivers and lakes in the United States. 

_ Objection being made, Mr. S. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules; which was lost. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, asked the con- 
sent of the House to move to go into Committee 
of the Whole, for half an hour only, on the bill 
to provide for the appointment of three additional 
paymasters to the Army; which was objected to. 

r. PHILLIPS, on leave, presented some 
memorials on the subject of patent rights. 

Sundry bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s 
table were then taken up, read a firstand second 
time, and referred to their appropriate commit- 
tees. 


TIME OF MEETING OF CONGRESS. 


Among the foregoing was a bill proposing to 
change the time of the meeting of Congress, 
and to fixa day for the adjournment of the long 
session. 

[The bill proposed that Congress should assem- 
ble on the first Monday of the month of Novem- 
ber in each year, and that the adjournment of 
the first session should take place on the second 
Monday in May, unless the two Houses should 
otherwise provide, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved that 
the bill be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Me. WARDWELL said, unless some very 
good reasons were offered why the bill should be 
committed, he hoped it would be considered at 
once. For himself he could see no necessity for 
committing it at all. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped it would be committed, 
or at least, if itdid pass, he hoped it would 
undergo some alteration. He moved that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MERCER, 
WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, GLASCOCK, and 
McKENNAN, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY and Mr. SPEIGHT 
respectively withdrew their motions. 

Mr. VAN DERPOEL moved that the House 
then take up the bill. 

Mr. PA'ETON moved to lay it on the table; 
which was lost. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to postpone 
it till Thursday next; which was lost. 

Mr. GILLET said he was in favor of the prin- 
ciple of the bill, which anticipated an earlier meet- 
ing of Congress, and a much earlier adjournment 
of the long session. Our sessions were clearly 
extended too late in the season for the health of 
members, or the proper dispatch of public busi- 
ness. Our meeting is at a time extremely injuri- 
ous to the health of those who come from a great 
distance.. The Constitution “eles us the power 
of fixing the time of meeting, but leaves the ques- 
tion of adjournment untouched. Now, though 
he was favorably impressed with the proposition 
to meet earlier, he had strong doubts whether we 
have, by the Constitution, the power to prescribe 
to our successors the time at which they shall 
terminate their labors. It was his impression that 
the Constitution contemplated that each Hou 
should judge for itself. It prescribes, in case of 
disagreement, that the President may anes 
Congress to such time as he shall see fit. 
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